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PREFACE. 


AT  a time  when  an  investigation  is 
going  on  of  so  much  importance  as  that 
which  now  occupies  the  Medical  W orld 
respecting  Venereal  Diseases,  any  thing 
having  the  least  tendency  to  assist  in  elu- 
cidating the  subject  can  scarcely  be 
obtrusive,  or  uninteresting;  this  consi- 
deration alone  would  perhaps  have  en- 
couraged me  to  lay  the  following  Remarks 
before  the  Public,  but  I have  been  fur- 
ther induced  to  do  so,  by  a part  of  the 
nomenclature  I have  ventured  to  coin 
being  adopted  in  the  reports  upon  this 
subject  to  the  English  Army  Medical 
Board,  (a)  to  whom  a paper  upon  some 
Ulcerations  of  the  Genitals,  of  which  the 
following  is  little  else  than  an  enlarged 
copy,  was  forwarded  in  July  1817,  and 
is  the  Report  to  which  Mr.  Guthrie 


(a)  The  terms  elevated  and  indurated  sore  are  those 
alluded  to,  both  of  which  were  in  use  three  years  ago  in  the 
garrisons  of  Valenciennes  and  Cambrai. 
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alludes  in  hisPaper,  in  the  8th  Vol.of  Me- 
dico-chirurgical  Transactions  ; and  which 
it  is  somewhat  fortunate  perhaps  was  for- 
warded at  that  period,  as  it  remains  an 
evidence  to  clear  me  from  the  accusation 
of  plagiarism,  which  might  else  be  laid  to 
my  charge. 

The  observations  which  it  is  my  inten- 
tion to  detail,  have  been  suggested  to  me  by 
extensive  Military  Practice,  and  more 
particularly  by  the  experience  which  was 
afforded  by  the  prevalence  of  Venereal 
Diseases  throughout  the  Army  of  'Occu- 
pation in  F ranee,  to  the  informa  tion  to 
be  derived  from  which  several  circum- 
stances combined  to  add  importance,  for 
from  the  innovation  in  the  treatment  of 
these  diseases  at  that  time  generally  intro- 
duced, the  most  marked  and  particular 
attention  was  paid  to  them  ; — their  ap- 
pearances throughout  their  progress  were 
minutely  traced  with  a view  of  distin- 
guishing by  proper  diagnostic  characters 
the  different  diseases,  and  of  thus  being 
enabled  to  submit  them  to  their  ap- 
propriate method  of  cure ; the  treat- 
ment of  similar  diseases  in  one  Hospital 
with,  in  another  without  mercury  was 
daily  contrasted; — and  the  Muncipal  con- 
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earring  with  the  Military  Regulations 
afforded  every  facility  for  the  examination 
of  both  sexes,  by  which  alone  (for  expe- 
riment is  almost  out  of  the  question)  the 
communication  of  the  different  diseases 
can  be  traced,  or  the  powers  capable  of 
producing  them  pointed  out. 

Of  these  advantages  I did  not  neglect  to 
avail  myself,  and  I hope  that  sooner  or 
later  I may  make  them  interesting  to  the 
Profession ; for  the  present  however,  I 
must  confine  myself  to  a few  Remarks  on 
those  Diseases  of  the  Genital  Organs, 
which  are  likely  to  be  considered  as  the 
primary  affection  of  Syphilis,  but  which 
in  reality  are  not  so,  and  which  besides 
wanting  many  essential  diagnostic  cha- 
racters of  that  disease,  as  laid  down  by 
authors,  do  not  require  mercury  for  their 
cure. 

It  may  appear  to  some,  that  under  this 
class  of  diseases  I have  included  many 
which  no  one  conversant  with  Venereal 
Complaints  could  mistake  for  Syphilis, 
such  for  instance  as  Phlegmon,  Anthrax, 
and  more  particularly  some  of  the  Chronic 
T ubercules  ; but  that  all  of  these  in  their 
ulcerative  stages  may  give  rise  to  errone- 
ous views  of  their  real  nature  I am  firmly 
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include,  having  arisen  from  sexual  inter- 
course or  not,  each  Book  I have  separated 
into  Chapters  corresponding  in  number  to 
the  diseases  it  contains,  and  I have  summed 
up  the  whole  by  anAppendix,  because  two 
affections  remained  to  be  mentioned, 
which  did  not  properly  come  in  under 
any  of  the  foregoing  Chapters,  but  which 
might  occasionally  supervene  to  any  of 
the  diseases  here  treated  of.  I have 
moreover  pursued  the  old  fashioned 
method  of  dividing  each  Chapter  into 
Description,  Diagnosis,  Cause,  and  Treat- 
ment ; by  this,  and  by  avoiding  as  much 
as  possible  theoretical  discussion,  and  the 
insertion  of  an  unnecessary  number  of 
Cases,  the  Work  is  reduced  into  so  small 
a compass,  that  should  the  reader  gain  no 
information,  he  will  not  have  to  complain 
of  much  waste  of  time ; but  while  in  this 
I consulted  his  advantage  my  own  was 
forgotten,  not  intentionally  I own,  but 
from  want  of  experience  and  foresight'; 
for  unaccustomed  to  compose  for  the  public 
eye,  the  great  care  and  exactness  neces- 
sary in.  the  execution  of  a work  upon  the 
plan  laid  down,  did  not  occur  to  me 
until  t do  late  to  be  remedied  by  the  substi- 
tution. of  a more  desultory  method. 
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whereby  a number  of  faults  might  have 
escaped  observation  which  at  present  will 
obtrude  themselves  in  all  their  native 
ugliness. 

To  those  valued  friends  who  joined  me 
in  the  inquiries  which  led  to  the  following 
Remarks,  and  whose  superior  talents  and 
acquirements  fit  them  much  better  for 
speaking  upon  the  subject  here  treated 
of  than  myself,  I should  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  my  sincere  acknow- 
ledgements for  the  assistance  they  have 
given  me,but  to  join  their  names  in  a work 
the  success  of  which  is  doubtful,  would 
be  to  risk  making  them  sharers  in  my  mis- 
fortune ; I shall  therefore  wait  a more 
favorable  opportunity  for  paying  the 
tribute  so  justly  due. 

With  respect  to  the  names  I have  ven- 
tured to  give  to  some  of  the  diseases  herein 
described,  so  little  value  do  I set  upon 
them,  that  any  tolerable  reason  would 
induce  me  to  change  them  for  any  others 
which  may  be  thought  more  classical,  or 
more  expressive  of  the  characters  and  effects 
of  the  diseases  to  which  they  are  attached. 

I shall  close  this  by  some  remarks  taken 
from  the  preface  to  Mr.  Abernethy’s  Sur- 
gical Observations,  and  which  are  particu- 
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larly  applicable  to  the  following; — When 
“ Books  of  this  kind  are  published  mu- 
“ tual  forbearance  is  requisite  on  the  part 
“ both  of  the  writer  and  the  reader  ; the 
“ former  should  not  expect  his  work  to 
“ be  approved  of,  till  the  latter  has  exa- 
“ mined  whether  his  representation  of 
“ disease  be  correct,  and  his  conclusions 
“ legitimately  drawn  from  the  facts,  which 
“ he  has  observed  and  collected;  neither 
“ should  the  reader  condemn  the  work 
“ till  he  has  examined  the  subject,  and 
<e  is  in  consequence  able  to  point  out  the 
“ errors  of  the  premises,  or  conclusions. 
‘‘  The  Author’s  view  of  a subject  may 
“ indeed  be  correctly  formed  from  the 
“ facts  which  he  himself  has  witnessed, 
« but  it  may  differ  from  that  which  more 

“ extensive  experience  would  have  sugges- 

“ ted,  for  this  difference  no  blame  can 
<c  properly  be  attached  to  him;  he  relates 
“ what  has  fallen  under  his  own  obser- 
vation,  and  invites  others  to  attend  to 
“ the  same  facts.” 


PRELIMINARY  OBSERVATIONS. 


PREVIOUS  to  entering  upon  my  subject,  it 
will  perhaps  be  necessary  to  define,  and  make 
some  observations  on  what  are  termed  the  Bases 
and  Edges  of  Ulcers. 


OF  THE  BASE. 

The  Base  is  the  part  in  which,  or  on  which 
the  sore  is  situated,  and  includes  such  of  the 
surrounding  parts  as  are  marked  by  increased, 
©r  morbid  actions. 

When  the  Base  extends  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  sore,  it  is  marked  either  by  an  increased 
redness,  or  a deposition  into  the  surrounding- 
cellular  substance,  causing  what  is  generally 
understood  by  a thickening  in  the  part. 

The  thickened  Base,  though  occasionally  at- 
tendant on  all  the  affections  of  these  parts,  is 
only  invariably  so,  in  cases  of  Phlegmon,  Fu- 
runculus,  and  the  Ulcus  Induratum. 


2 Preliminary  Observations. 

The  Base  may  rise  above , and  extend  below 
the  surrounding  healthy  parts  at  the  same  time, 
as  in  Phlegmon,  or  it  may  be  situated  solely 
above  their  level,  as  in  the  third  stage  of  the 
disease  here  called  Venerola  Vulgaris. 


OF  THE  EDGE. 

Br  Edge  is  to  be  understood  the  point  at 
which  Ulceration, or  Abrasion  ceases,  taken  from 
the  centre  of  the  sore. 

By  elevation  of  the  Edge,  is  meant  the  edge 
rising  above  the  surrounding  healthy  parts, 
without  any  relation  to  the  surface  of  the  sore. 

The  Edge  may  be  level  with  the  surrounding 
healthy  parts,  and  above  the  surface  of  the  sore, 
as  is  seen  occasionally  in  all  the  ulcerations 
here  spoken  of,  at  some  one  period  of  their 
progress. 

It  may  be  above  the  level  of  both , as  it  often 
is  in  the  third  stage  of  Venerola  Vulgaris. 

It  may  be  level  with  the  surface  of  the  sore, 
and  the  surrounding  healthy  parts  at  the  same 
time , as  is  very  common  in  Erysipelas,  and  as  is 
generally  the  case,  during  some  one  stage  of 
the  healing  process  in  all  sores. 

It  may  be  even  with  the  surface  of  the  sore, 
and  yet  above  the  level  of  the  surrounding 
healthy  parts,  as  it  generally  is  in  the  third  stage 
of  Venerola  Vulgaris. 
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It  may  be  below  the  surface  of  the  sore,  yet 
above  the  level  of  the  surrounding  healthy  parts, 
as  occasionally  happens  in  the  same  disease. 

It  may  be  below  the  surface  of  the  sore,  and 
level  with  the  surrounding  healthy  parts,  as  in 
the  case  of  common  Exuberant  Granulations. 

It  may  be  level  with  the  surface  of  the  sore, 
and  below  the  surrounding  healthy  parts, 
which  only  occurs  during  the  process  of  Cica- 
trization. 

It  may  be  inverted , everted , or  abrupt;  it 
is  sometimes  inverted  in  the  third  stage  of 
Venerola  Vulgaris;  generally  here  or  there 
everted  in  the  Ulcus  Erraticum;  while  in  Exco- 
riations it  is  usually  abrupt. 

The  Inversion  of  the  Edge  has  appeared  to 
be  a mark  of  indolent  action,  while  Eversion 
has  been  considered  as  pointing  out  great  local 
irritability. 

The  annexed  plan,  in  which  we  are  supposed 
to  see  a section  of  each  Ulcer,  may  perhaps 
serve  to  explain  more  clearly  some  of  the  pre- 
ceding passages. 
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The  thick  black  linerepresents  the  ulcerated  surfaces, 
and  its  terminations  mark  the  edges  of  the  different 
sores. 

The  dotted  line  in  the  two  first  figures  points  out  the 
bases,  which  in  these  two  instances  only  are  here 
represented  as  below  the  line  A.  G.  which  is  in- 
tended to  mark  the  surface  of  the  surrounding 
parts. 

B.  — A cupped  sore,  with  its  edge  level  with  the 

surrounding  parts. 

C.  — A sore  with  its  edge  raised  above  the  sur- 

rounding parts. 

D.  — A sore  with  a raised  base,  and  its  edge  above 

its  surface,  and  the  surrounding  parts  at  the 
same  time. 

E— A sore  with  its  edge  and  base  above  the  sur- 
rounding parts  and  its  edge  below  its  surface. 

F. — A sore  with  its  base  and  edge  above  the  sur- 
rounding parts,  and  its  surface  level  with  its 
edge. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


\ 


, PHLEGMON. 


IT  is  somewhat  curious,  that  so  much  should 
have  been  written  on  Ulcers  of  the  Genitals,  and 
so  little  have  been  said  of  a Disease  at  times  so 
frequent,  and  often  so  formidable  in  its  appear- 
ance, as  Phlegmon  of  the  Prepuce,  or  Body  of 
the  Penis ; (a)  the  fact  1 believe  to  be,  that  in 
almost  every  instance,  (in  its  ulcerative  stage  at 
least)  it  has  been  looked  upon  as  Chancre;  and 
if,  when  opened,  the  tediousness  in  healing,  the 
slow  and  long  continued  ulceration  which  usu- 
ally takes  place,  with  the  unhealthiness  of  its 
surface,  and  the  production  of  bubo,  be  ex- 
cuses, all  these  may  occasionally  be  pleaded  in 
extenuation  of  error. 


(a)  The  only  modern  author  I have  met  with,  who  speaks 
of  this  Disease,  is  Mr.  WADD,  who  gives  a plate  repre- 
senting it  in  the  suppurative  stage.  The  learned  and  ingeni- 
ous author  of  the  Work  “ Sur  la  non-existence  de  la  Ma- 
ladie  Venerienne,”  (page  46)  tells  us  that  Gordonius,  who 
wrote  in  1303,  speaks  of  abscesses  of  the  i ems. 
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This  Disease,  though  it  may  be  found  on 
every  part  of  the  Penis,  is,  when  an  idiopathic 
affection,  most  commonly  situated  in  the  loose 
skin  covering  the  glans  ; when  the  consequence 
of  Venereal  Ulcers,  the  Dorsum  Penis  is  its 
usual  seat,  (a) 

The  appearance  and  progress  of  phlegmon  in 
these  parts  being  exactly  similar  to  what  they  are 
when  it  occurs  elsewhere,  it  will  be  superfluous  to 
attempt  any  description.  I shall  therefore  pass 
over  the  suppurative  stage,  only  remarking, 
that  among  many  excellent  specimens  of  this 
disease,  the  largest  tumour  of  the  kind  that 
has  come  under  my  care,  when  situated  upon 
the  prepuce , has  been  that  of  a common-sized 
liazle  nut,  while  upon  the  body  of  the  penis , 
I have  met  with  them  of  nearly  the  magnitude  ot 

a pigeon’s  egg. 

When  the  matter  has  forced  its  way  out,  or 
has  been  evacuated  by  the  lancet,  it  will  be 


(a)  I have  met  with  one  case  wherein  this  disease  took 
place  on  the  Corona  Glandis  during  the  existence  of  Gonorr- 
hsea,  it  looked  like  a red  fleshy  excrescence,  but  two  small 
yellow  spots  upon  its  top,  pointed  it  out  to  be  either  this  dis- 
ease or  Anthrax,  a lancet  was  pushed  into  it,  and  the  con- 
tents were  found  to  be  Pus : in  this  case  it  was  thought  ne- 
cessary to  remove  the  surface  of  the  sac,  but  this  did  not  pre- 
vent the  formation  of  a sinus,  which  ran  back  under  the  skin 
covering  the  Penis  to  the  extent  of  half  an  inch,  was  at 
the  same  time  so  small  as  scarcely  to  admit  the  triangular 
point  of  a probe,  and  terminated  in  a minute  fistulous  open- 
ing into  the  urethra. 
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generally  found,  that  the  portion  of  loose  integu- 
ment forming  the  sides  and  upper  part  of  the 
Sac,  must  be  removed  before  the  healing  pro- 
cess can  take  place  ; this  nature  attempts  to  get 
rid  of  by  the  ulcerative  process,  which  gives 
the  sore  an  appearance  of  spreading  through 
the  neighbouring  parts,  though  in  fact  nothing 
is  removed  but  a quantity  of  diseased  cellular 
substance ; this,  with  the  unhealthy  surface  of 
the  sore,  and  the  surrounding  thickening,  gives 
oftentimes  an  alarming  aspect  to  the  complaint; 
to  quiet  any  fear  however,  that  may  arise,  it 
will  be  only  necessary  to  observe,  that  the  sore 
does  not  increase  in  depth,  and  that  it  is  nothing 
more  than  an  undermined  edge,  which  is  disap- 
pearing. 

This  disease  would  appear  to  be  much  more 
prevalent  at  one  period  than  at  another,  de- 
pendingmost  probably  on  atmospherical  causes. 

Into  the  Hospital  of  the  57th  Regiment  were 
admitted  between  the  6th  June,  1S16,  and  23rd 
April,  1817,  twelve  cases;  but  from  the  latter 
period,  until  April,  1818,  not  one  instance  of 
the  disease  occurred ; and  then  two  cases  ap- 
peared at  the  same  time. 

DIAGNOSIS. 

The  surrounding  thickening,  and  tumefaction, 
and  its  progress  towards  suppuration,  will  in  the 
first  instance  be  sufficient  to  distinguish  phieg- 
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mon  from  every  other  affection  here  spoken  of, 
with  the  exception  of  Anthrax ; and  from  this  it 
may  in  some  instances  be  distinguished  by  the 
great  rapidity  of  its  progress  towards  suppura- 
tion ; should  this  however  fail,  it  will  be  known 
on  ulcerating,  by  the  regular  flow  of  matter, 
and  immediate  diminution  of  size,  which  do  not 
take  place  when  the  other  is  opened  ; — the  un- 
dermined edge  of  Phlegmon  in  the  after  part 
of  the  ulcerative  stage,  will  be  enough  to  mark 
the  difference  of  its  character  from  that  of  any 
other  sore  herein  treated  of. 


TREA  TMENT. 

When  Phlegmonous  inflammation  takes  place 
in  other  parts  of  the  body,  and  is  in  progress 
towards  suppuration,  it  is  usual  to  endeavour 
to  procure  resolution  by  the  application  of  cold, 
or  in  other  words,  by  the  abstraction  of  heat, 
and  this  being  very  frequently  done  with  the 
best  effect,  would  naturally  induce  the  belief 
that  the  same  means  would  be  equally  success- 
ful in  Phlegmon  of  the  Prepuce,  and  ought 
therefore  to  be  pursued ; experience  however, 
has  proved  to  me  the  inutility  of  such  prac- 
tice, for  though  I have  adopted  it,  in  almost 
every  instance,  in  which  this  disease  has  come 
under  my  care  at  an  early  period,  yet  in  no  one 
case,  w here  the  affection  has  been  situated  on 
that  part , have  I succeeded  in  producing  reso- 
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rat ive  process  be  set  up  for  tlie  purpose,)  the 
whole  of  the  covering  of  the  abscess  should  be 
removed  by  the  knife,  or  the  potassa  fusa.  (a) 

When  the  covering  of  the  abscess,  or  in  other 
words,  the  loose  edges  are  removed,  the  healing 
process  takes  place,  and  there  is  little  in  gene- 
ral for  the  surgeon  to  do,  except  to  keep  down 
exuberant  granulations  by  the  application  of 
the  sulphas  cupri,  argenti  nitras,  &c. 

As  cold  applications  will  sometimes  prove 
useful  in  Phlegmon  on  the  dorsum  Penis , its 
treatment  is  the  same  as  when  situated  on  the 
other  parts  of  the  body. 

Fcrunculus,  considered  by  many  as  syno- 
nymous with  phlegmon,  is  to  be  distinguished 
from  the  disease  that  1 have  here  treated  of  un- 
der the  latter  appellation  ; — many  instances  of 
its  occurrence  on  the  penis  having  come  under 
my  care,  in  none  of  which  did  its  character  in 
any  way  differ  from  that  which  it  possesses, 
when  seated  on  other  parts  of  the  body. 


(a)  When  the  contents  of  an  abscess  that  has  formed  upon 
the  dorsum  penis,  are  discharged  by  nature  forming  an 
opening  behind  the  glans,  (of  which  I hare  lately,  and  for 
the  first  time,  met  with  three  instances)  it  will,  I am  much 
disposed  to  think,  be  seldom  found  necessary  to  remove  the 
covering}  this  opinion  howrever,  is  only  founded  upon  the 
three  eases  just  mentioned,  in  all  of  which  it  readily 
united  with  thesubjaceut  parte. 


CHAPTER  II. 


ANTHRAX. 


Though  this  disease  is  mentioned  both 
by  Hippocrates,  (a)  and  Celsus  (b)  as  tak- 


( a ) “ On  vit  beaucoup  d’anthrax  durant  l’ete.” — not  un- 
derstanding the  Greek,  I am  obliged  to  content  myself 
with  the  translation;  the  one  used  is  said  to  be  4‘  sur  le  texte 
grecd’apres  1’editiondeFoes,”  in  which  the  above  quotation 
•will  be  found,  Vol  2,  page  107  ; whether  the  above  sen- 
tence alludes  to  Anthrax  of  the  Genitals  or  not,  some  doubt 
may  perhaps  be  fairly  entertained  ; yet,  as  in  the  two  pre- 
ceding lines  he  ushers  in  the  subject  with  speaking  of  ulcers 
of  those  parts,  it  is  perhaps  as  near  the  truth,  to  consi- 
der him  as  alluding  to  them  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
Article,  as  it  would  be  to  reject  such  an  opinion  altogether ; 
particularly,  as  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the  Father  of 
Physic  must  in  the  course  of  his  extensive  practice  have 
met  with  many  instances  of  this  disease  occurring  on  these 
parts. 

(£)  Celsus  speaks  decisively  of  this  being  one  of  the  Dis- 
eases by  which  the  Genitals  are  occasionally  affected ; “Car- 
“ bunculus  autem  ibi  natus,  ut  primum  apparet,  per  oricula- 
“ rium  clysterem  eluendus  est.”  Lib  vi.  Chap  xviii,  Sett  5. 
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ing  place  on  the  Genitals,  I know  of  no  modern 
author  who  speaks  of  it  as  affecting  those  parts, 
and  though  it  rarely  occurs  in  army  practice, 
yet  there  is  reason  to  think  it  more  frequent, 
than  might  be  inferred  from  the  circumstance 
of  its  not  being  generally  known,  as  one  of 
the  most  formidable  diseases  to  which  these  parts 
are  liable;  and  I am  not  a little  surprised,  that 
the  ancient  and  respectable  authors  above  men- 
tioned, should  have  dwelt  so  little,  upon  so 
alarming,  and  truly  dangerous  an  affection  as 
this  is,  when  the  organs  in  question  are  con- 
cerned. 

In  the  cases  I have  met  with,  as  occurring 
on  the  Penis,  it  has  so  closely  resembled  Phleg- 
mon, that  only  by  the  use  of  the  lancet,  or  by 
the  ulcerative,  or  the  sloughing  process  disco- 
vering the  contents  of  the  tumors,  has  their  na- 
ture been  detected  ; this  deception  has  been  par- 
ticularly favored  in  the  advanced  stage,  by  the 
sense  of  fluctuation  given  to  the  fingers  on  the 
examination  of  the  tumors,  and  by  their  sur- 
rounding circumscribed  and  phlegmonous  ba- 
ses; but  when'  the  lancet  has  been  used,  instead 
of  a flow  of  matter,  only  a few  drops  of  blood 
and  serum  have  escaped,  and  either  immedi- 
ately after  making  the  opening,  or  in  the  course 
of  the  following  day,  the  diseased  cellular 
membrane  which  occupies  the  cavities  of  these 
tumors,  and  which  is  now  of  a yellow  colour, 
has  appeared  through  the  wound,  and  in  other 
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cases,  this  (lead  cellular  substance  being  visible 
through  the  unbroken  integument,  has  left  no 
doubt  of  the  disease  being  Phlegmon,  till  an 
opening  has  been  made. 

To  distinguish  this  disease  from  Phlegmon, 
previous  to  the  commencement  of  ulceration, 
is  happily  of  little  importance,  further  than 
that  it  may  be  unfavorable  to  the  practitioner 
in  private  life,  should  he  open  a tumor  in  the 
known  expectation  of  finding  matter,  and  none 
be  discharged. 

Numerous  however  are  the  cases,  in  which 
Anthrax  differs  in  its  external,  as  well  as  in- 
ternal character  from  Phlegmon,  such  as  in  the 
surrounding  hardness  being  more  diffused,  and 
less  defined  than  in  that  disease,  and  in  its  not 
forming  so  regular  a tumor : — This  however  1 
have  only  observed  where  there  has  been  a cer- 
tain density  of  the  adipose  substance,  as  on  the 
outer  part  of  the  thigh,  back  of  the  neck,  &c. 
but  having  only  to  do  with  it  as  appearing  on 
the  Penis,  1 must  for  such  cases  refer  the  reader 
to  those  surgical  writers  who  have  spoken  more 
extensively  upon  the  subject. 

When  this  tumor  is  left  to  itself,  the  first  step 
by  which  nature  endeavours  to  get  rid  of  the 
diseased,  or  dead  cellular  substance,  is  by  set- 
ting up,  either  the  ulcerative,  or  the  sloughing 
process;  when  she  makes  use  of  the  first,  it  is 
by  forming  (generally)  several  openings,  which 
running  more  or  less  into  each  other,  allow  the 
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contents  of  the  tumor  to  escape,  with  greater 
or  lesser  facility,  according  to  their  size. 

When,  instead  of  the  ulcerative,  the  slough- 
ing process  is  employed  as  the  first  step  towards 
the  discharge  of  the  contents  of  the  swelling, 
vesi  cat  ions  take  place  upon  the  part,  within 
the  circumferences  of  which,  dark  coloured 
sloughs  are  formed,  and  these  separating,  leave 
openings  through  which  the  contents  are  set 
free. 

For  the  accomplishment  of  the  second  part 
of  her  operations,  namely  the  throwing  off  the 
diseased  or  dead  cellular  substance,  recourse  is 
had  by  nature  in  every  instance  to  the  slough- 
ing process,  no  matter  whether  the  covering  of 
the  tumor  may  have  been  previously  destroyed 
by  it,  or  by  the  ulcerative  action. 

During  and  after  the  last  mentioned  stage  of 
the  disease,  which  terminates  with  the  expul- 
sion of  the  contents  of  the  sac,  it  occasionally 
happens,  that  the  sloughing  process  attacks  not 
only  the  parts  which  necessarily  should  be  re- 
moved, but  by  extending  beyond  them,  the 
original  disease  ceases,  or  is  changed,  and  a 
new  one  commences,  more  dangerous,  and  de- 
structive in  its  effects  and  consequences,  and  for 
the  removal  of  which,  the  nicest  discrimination 
as  to  the  cause  upon  which  it  depends,  and  the 
utmost  promptitude  and  firmness  in  acting,  are 
oftentimes  requisite  on  the  part  of  the  practi- 
tioner. 
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The  progress  of  this  affection  may  be  divided 
into  three  stages,  namely,  that  of  tumefaction, 
denudation,  and  sloughing;  the  period  of  the 
duration  of  each  of  which  is  uncertain. 

The  following  is  one  of  the  most  valuable 
specimens  of  the  disease,  as  affecting  the  penis, 
that  I have  had  the  opportunity  of  treating.  - 

CASE  I. 

Norah  (a  black)  was  admitted  into  Hospital 
the  7th  April,  1817;  he  had  two  swellings,  one 
on  the  prepuce,  the  other  on  the  dorsum  penis  ; 
by  the  first  (on  which  were  some  vesications) 
paraphymosis  was  occasioned,  and  between  the 
tumors  was  a depression  as  if  a ligature  sepa- 
rated them,  but  this  did  not  occasion  any  im- 
pediment to  the  circulation  in  the  glans  ; there 
was  not  much  heat  in  the  part,  nor  of  the  gene- 
ral surface  of  the  body,  his  pulse  was  72,  and 
his  bowels  open;  a purgative  was  given,  and  a 
solution  of  the  superacetate  of  lead  applied  to 
the  part : On  the  8th  the  vesications  above  men- 
tioned were  found  broken,  and  small  dark  ulce- 
rated spots  supplied  their  places  ; a diaphoretic 
mixture  was  ordered,  and  the  cold  wash  con- 
tinued : On  the  10th  the  ulceration  of  the  pre- 
puce had  increased,  and  there  >vas  a disposition 
to  the  sloughing  action  ; his  pulse  continued  the 
same,  though  his  tongue  was  slightly  white,  and 
Jjis  countenance  bespoke  great  anxiety  ; the 
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swelling  on  the  dorsum  penis  was  very  painful, 
and  soft,  and  there  was  a feel  of  fluctuation  in 
the  centre,  with  a wall  of  coagulable  lymph 
round  it,  which  left  no  doubt  of  its  being  I hleg- 
mon ; a lancet  was  pushed  into  it,  but  only  a 
few  drops  of  blood  and  serum  came  away  ; a 
poultice  was  then  applied:  on  the  11th  the 

opening  made  by  the  lancet  the  preceding  day 
was  found  considerably  enlarged,  and  through 
it  was  seen  a yellow  body,  (no  doubt  the  diseased 
cellular  substance)  which  occupied  the  cavity 
of  the  tumor —During  this  time  the  ulcerative 
process  continued  to  go  on  in  the  other  swelling 
the  prepuce ; being  rather  costive  he  took 
sulph.  magnes.  I j and  continued  the  diaphoretic : 
on  the  12th  a great  portion  of  the  covering  of 
the  tumor  on  the  dorsum  penis  had  sloughed, 
as  well  as  a portion  of  the  yellow  substance; 
sloughing  had  also  taken  place  in  the  tumor  of 
on  the  prepuce , to  an  extent  which  made  it  ad- 
visable to  endeavour  to  check  it ; to  this  end, 
though  neither  his  pulse,  skin,  nor  tongue, 
pointed  out  the  necessity  of  bleeding,  yet,  as 
they  did  not  contraindicate  it,  there  appeared 
(in  my  mind  at  least)  every  chance  of  its  being 
attended  with  good  effects  ; 20  ounces  of  blood 
were  therefore  taken  away  On  the  13th  the 
sloughs  were  found  separating  from  both  sores, 
and°the  uncovered  portions  of  their  surfaces 
were  clean  and  healthy;  the  mixture  was  con- 
tinued 14th,  both  ulcers  clean loth,  bow- 
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els  slow,  and  the  sores  less  heal  thy  than  on  the  pre- 
ceding day;  an  ointment  of  nitrous  acid  was 
applied,  the  mixture  continued,  and  the  sulph. 
magnes.  repeated. — 16th,  sloughs  had  again 
formed  on  the  ulcers  ; bleeding  was  again  per- 
formed, his  mixture  continued, and  a poultice  (a) 
with  nitrous  acid  applied; — 17th,  sloughing 
stopped,  medicines  continued  ; in  the  evening 
the  slough  not  appearing  disposed  to  separate, 
he  was  bled  again,  and  the  salts  ordered  to  be 
repeated  in  the  morning.  On  the  18th  the 
sloughs  were  separating,  and  the  parts  below 
looking  healthy,  poultice,  &c.  continued  : — 
19th,  the  sores  extended  more  than  half  round, 
and  nearly  up  over  the  body  of  the  penis : 
— 20th,  the  sores  continued  to  look  well : — 21st, 
sloughs  again  formed;  bleeding  was  again  had 
recourse  to,  and  his  mixture  repeated : — 22nd, 
sloughs  separating ; the  mixture,  and  nitrous 
acid  poultice  repeated  ; — 23rd,  sores  were  again 
healthy  ;—  from  this  to  the  30th,  when  he  was 
discharged  (6),  they  continued  to  mend  daily, 
„and  in  ten  days  after  were  entirely  healed. 


(a)  This  is  made  by  mixing  half  a dram  of  nitrous  acid, 
with  24  ounces  of  water,  to  which  bread  or  oatmeal  is  ad- 
ded in  sufficient  quantity  to  form  a poultice. 

(b)  This  man  was  the  private  servant  of  an  officer,  other* 
wise  lie  would  not  have  been  discharged  until  quite  well. 
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CASE  n. 

The  following  specimen  of  the  disease,  when 
it  runs  its  course  mildly  and  regularly,  is  in- 
serted as  a contrast  to  the  above. 

T.  S.  was  admitted  into  Hospital,  with  a swell- 
ing having  the  character  of  phlegmon  (which  it 
was  considered  to  be)  in  an  advanced  stage  ; 
poultices  were  applied  until  a yellowness,  sup- 
posed to  arise  from  contained  pus,  was  visible 
through  the  parietes  of  the  tumor  ; an  opening 
was  in  consequence  made  with  a lancet,  but 
only  a few  drops  of  blood  and  serum  were 
discharged,  and  thus  its  nature  became  evident ; 
the  poultices  were  continued,  and  in  regular 
time  the  covering  was  removed  by  the  ulcera- 
tive process,  and  the  contents  sloughed  away, 
leaving  a healthy  sore,  in  the  after  treatment  of 
which,  instead  of  having  to  contend  with  re- 
peated sloughing,  it  was  necessary  to  use  active 
means  to  keep  down  the  granulations,  by 
which  treatment  the  ulcer  was  soon  healed. 

We  thus  see,  that  sloughing  beyond  what 
is  necessary  for  the  separation  of  the  contents  of 
the  tumor,  and  the  removal  of  some  portions 
of  diseased  integument,  does  not  form  a part 
of  the  regular,  and  natural  progress  of  this 
disease,  but  that  when  continued  beyond  these 
points,  it  becomes  a diseased  action  depending 
upon  some  local,  or  general  cause. 
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CA  USE. 

I > i { • i 

I have  never  been  able  to  trace  the  cause  of 
anthrax  when  it  attacks  the  penis,  more  satis- 
factorily than  to  an  inflammatory  diathesis  in 
the  constitution : in  other  parts  of  the  body, 
1 have  known  it  arise  from  pressure,  as  over 
the  clavicle,  from  the  pressure  of  the  straps  of 
the  knapsack  ; and  in  the  horse,  it  is  very 
frequently  the  consequence  of  the  saddle  rub- 
bing upon  the  spine  or  ribs, 

DIAGNOSIS. 

The  difficulty  of  disti  nguishing  this  disease 
from  phlegmon  has  been  already  shewn,  as 
well  as  the  improbability  of  its  beingconfounded 
with  any  other  disease  when  an  opening  has 
been  made  ; if  however  we  see  a tumor  on  the 
penis  resembling  phlegmon,  and  there  be  vesi- 
cations  upon  it,  the  chances  are  we  shall  be 
right  in  pronouncing  it  anthrax  : after  the  re- 
moval of  the  diseased  or  dead  cellular  sub- 
stance, the  term  anthrax  is  no  longer  appli- 
cable, as  it  then  becomes  either  a phagedenic, 
or  a sloughing  ulcer,  or  a healthy  sore. 

THE  ATM  ENT. 

In  the  treatment  of  this  disease,  warm  emol- 
lient poultices  will  be  found  the  most  useful  lo- 
cal applications;  and,  exceptthatwe  should en* 
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deavour  to  prevent,  or  to  check  any  disposi- 
tion to  injurious  sloughing,  little  else  is  ne- 
cessary. 

To  endeavour  to  prevent,  or  check  the  injuri- 
ous action  above  mentioned,  we  should  pay 
attention  to  the  state  of  the  bowels  and  skin; 
and  if  febrile  action  be  present,  blood  may  be 
abstracted  with  every  prospect  of  advantage. 

Early  openings,  by  making  a vent  through 
which  the  contents  of  the  tumor  may  escape, 
have  always  appeared  to  give  great  assistance 
to  nature,  by  diminishing  her  labours,  and 
shortening  the  duration  of  the  disease. 

For  the  treatment  of  the  ulcer  left  after  the 
removal  of  the  diseased  cellular  substance,  when 
the  sloughing  or  phagedenic  action  takes  place, 
see  the  chapter  on  those  diseases;  when  neither 
of  these  untoward  processes  occur,  the  treatment 
must  be  in  common  with  that  of  every  other 
healthy  sore,  and  where  from  situation,  &c. 
they  are  admissible,  the  application  of  straps 
of  adhesive  plaster  will  be  found  particularly 
useful. 


CHAPTER  III. 


TUBERCULA. 

I HAVE  met  with  two  kinds  of  Tuberculeson 
the  penis,  and  neighbouring  parts. 

One  of  them  I am  inclined  to  think  the  same 
complaint,  as  in  Dr.  Bateman’s  work  on 
Cutaneous  Diseases  is  termed  Moluscum  ; it 
is  a circular,  and  rather  flattened  tumour,  of 
the  same  color  as  the  surrounding  integument, 
of  which  it  appears  an  elevation,  but  if  a lancet 
be  passed  into  it  a cream  like  fluid  is  found 
within.  This  is  far  from  an  uncommon  disease; 
and,  unless  they  inflame,  the  tumors  prove  in  no 
way  troublesome ; thus  they  sometimes  re- 
main for  years  without  exciting  attention  in 
the  persons  affected,  by  whom  they  are  usually 
considered  as  warts. 

The  mean  nature  employs  for  the  removal 
of  these  is  inflammation,  which  in  some  cases 
occasions  them  to  shrink  up,  and  disappear, 
leaving  the  parts  where  they  had  been  divested 
of  cuticle. 

At  other  times  they  inflame,  shrink  up,  and 
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form  dark  scabs,  which  falling  off  leave  the 
parts  healed,  excoriated,  or  ulcerated  ; in  the 
latter  case,  the  ulcers  sometimes  prove  trouble- 
some. 

The  largest  of  these  tumors  I have  met  with, 
has  not  exceeded  that  of  a good  sized  marsh- 
mallow seed,  or  vaccine  vesicle,  which  in 
shape  they  much  resemble. 

When,  situated  on  the  penis,  they  become  in- 
flamed, they  are  apt  to  occasion  bubo. 

They  may  be  found  on  the  thighs,  penis,  and 
belly,  at  the  same  time  ; but  I have  never  seen 
them  elsewhere  than  on  the  external  cuticle. 

The  other  affection  of  this  kind  has  been  met 
with,  both  behind  the  glans  penis,  and  on  the 
external  skin  of  the  prepuce;  it  is  a small  in- 
flamed tumor,  sometimes  in  form  resembling 
the  last,  at  other  times  it  is  spherical ; but  in- 
stead of  shrinking  up  from  the  inflammatory 
action,  as  the  other  does,  a small  pustule 
arises  on  its  centre,  in  the  place  of  which  when 
broken  a scab  is  found,  covering  a cup  which 
lias  been  the  lower  half  of  the  sac. 

i 

BIA  GNOSIS. 

iknow  no  disease  with  which  the  first  of  these 
complaints  is  likely  to  be  confounded  in 
its  indolent  stage;  when  inflammation  has 
existed,  and  the  tumor  is  removed,  the  excori- 
ated part  (if  on  the  penis)  might  perhaps  be 
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at  first  mistaken  for  a disease  hereafter  to  lie 
described  ,(Venerola  Superficial^, ) but  the  his- 
tory, with  the  presence  of  other  turbercules  of 
the  same  kind,  most  probably  in  a state  ol  in- 
flammation, (for  generally  when  that  action 
attacks  one,  it  goes  successively  to  the  others) 
and  paticularly  the  rapidity  of  the  healing- 
process,  will  be  sufficient  to  distinguish  it. 

The  second  kind  of  tubercule  might  possi- 
bly be  confounded  with  Venerola  Vulgaris  in 
its  third  stage,  were  it  not,  that  the  elevated 
base  in  the  former  exists  from  the  commence- 
ment, and  on  it  the  pustule  forms,  while  in  the 
latter  the  pustule  precedes  the  elevation  of 
the  base  and  surface. 

THE  A T 31  ENT. 

For  th e first  mentioned  disease  I have  never 
been  consulted  w'hile  in  its  indolent  state,  and 
if  I were,  unless  circumstances  of  the  moment, 
which  it  is  not  easy  to  foresee,  should  render 
it  necessary  to  interfere,  I should  decline 
doing  so;  but  in  the  event  of  its  appearing  ex- 
pedient to  comply  with  the  patient’s  wishes,  1 
would  endeavour  to  excite  inflammation,  in 
imitation  of  the  manner  in  which  nature 
removes  the  complaint. 

When  nature  takes  upon  herself  the  task  of 
removing  these  tumors,  there  is  little  for  the 
Surgeon  to  do;  the  constitutional  symptoms 
being  only  slightly  increased  action,  attention 
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to  the  bowels,  with  gentle  diaphoretics  are  suf- 
ficient to  keep  them  under.  The  local  treat- 
ment will  extend  perhaps  to  the  application  of 
a little  Ungt.  Cerae,  or  Ungt.  Hydrarg.  Nitrat. 
(diluted)  to  the  denuded  surfaces,  and  scarcely 
farther  ; at  least  1 have  seldom  had  occasion  to 
do  more,  and  even  in  cases  of  deeper  ulcera- 
tion I have  found  the  mildest  measures  the  best. 

In  the  other  disease,  after  the  inflammation 
(which  sometimes  runs  so  high  as  to  produce 
swelling  of  the  prepuce)  has  subsided,  I have 
in  some  instances  found  it  necessary  to  destroy 
the  base  by  repeated  applications  of  caustic 
before  the  sores  would  heal ; but  on  becoming 
level  with  the  surrounding  surface  they  have 
rapidly  skinned  over  ; the  most  common  ap- 
plications have  been  a poultice,  or  a weak 
saturnine  wash,  or  simple  dressing. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


HERPES  PREPUTIAEIS, 

This  disease,  except  when  it  takes  place  upon 
the  inner  surface  of  the  prepuce,  very  seldom 
(at  least  in  army  practice)  occasions  application 
to  be  made  to  the  Surgeon  ; when  it  does,  it  is 
in  consequence  of  the  friction  of  the  clothes, 
or  some  improper  interference  on  the  part  of 
the  patient.  In  such  cases  the  scab  is  found 
partially,  or  entirely  removed,  by  which  an 
ulcer  with  a yellow,  or  white,  and  plain  sur- 
face is  exposed  : its  shape  is  frequently  angular, 
and  its  edge  abrupt,  though  sometimes  a little 
raised,  in  which  case  the  surface  appears  more 
concave  than  plain.  It  is  however  when 
situated  upon  the  inner  surface  of  the  prepuce, 
that  the  patient’s  fears  are  most  strongly  excited, 
and  the  practitioner  too  often  deceived  ; the 
circumstances  of  its  not  scabbing  when  it  occurs 
in  that  place,  of  the  vesicles  when  broken 
forming  each  a small  circular  ulcer  with  a 
white  or  yellow  surface,  and  of  their  sometimes 
running  quickly  one  into  the  other,  with  the 
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tediousness  of  the  healing  process  when  inter- 
fered with,  have,  I much  fear  in  my  own  prac- 
tice, very  often  occasioned  this  disease  to  be 
mistaken,  and  treated  erroneously  (a). 


DIAGNOSIS. 

The  only  disease  likely  to  be  confounded 
with  this  is  Venerola  Vulgaris.  The  circum- 
stance however,  of  Herpes  Preputialis  first 
appearing  in  a duster  of  vesicles,  while  the 
other  appears  only  as  a single  pustule , will  be 
a sufficiently  distinguishing  mark  ; but  should 
the  patient  be  unable  to  satisfy  the  Surgeon  on 
this  head,  the  size  and  thickness  of  the  scab , 
when  either  disease  is  situated  externally,  will 
lead  him  to  a right  conclusion,  it  being  in  Her- 
pes Preputialis  little  more  than  a scale,  while 
in  Venerola  Vulgaris  it  is  generally  of  consi- 
derable size  and  thickness. 

Another  distinguishing  mark  is,  that  in 
Herpes  Preputialis  the  scab  is  of  its  full  size  on 
its  immediate  formation,  while  in  the  other 
disease,  it  undergoes  for  a certain  period  a 
daily  increase  in  size  and  thickness. 

When  the  seat  of  this  disease  is  upon  the 
inner  surface  of  the  prepuce,  unless  the  patient 


(a)  For  a more  particular  account  of  this  disease,  I must 
refer  to  Dr.  Bateman’s  work  upon  Cutaneous  Diseases. 
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be  able  to  give  a good  account  of  the  commence- 
ment of  it,  the  diagnosis  is  not  so  easy,  for 
as  it  does  not  scab  when  on  this  part,  and  as 
it  is  surrounded  for  some  days  by  a slight  ef- 
florescence, and  sometimes  a little  puffiness  of 
the  prepuce,  it  can  only  be  distinguished  from 
Venerola  Vulgaris  by  the  absence  ot  the 
elevated  edge  and  surface,  which  that  disease 
w hen  mild  (and  it  is  only  in  extremely  mild, 
or  spurious  cases  that  the  difficulty  can  occur,) 
assumes  about  the  eighth  or  tenth  day. 

CA  USE . 

The  cause  of  Herpes  Preputialis  will  be 
most  frequently  found  in  derangement  of  the 
primae  vice ; it  being  oftentimes  the  conse- 
quence of  partaking  of  some  particular  food, 
drinking  some  particular  beverage,  See.  I know 
a gentleman,  in  w hom  two  glasses  of  champagne 
are  almost'  sure  to  occasion  it.  It  is  an  affec- 
tion to  which  some  persons  are  particularly 
subject. 

To  ascertain  if  Herpes  Preputialis  was  con- 
tagious, lymph  was  taken  from  one  of  its  ve- 
sicles, and  inserted  into  the  arm  at  the  usual 
place  of  inoculation:  this  produced  one  vesi- 
cle only,  but  that  was  at  least  three  times 
larger  than  the  one  from  which  it  w as  taken  ; 
circumstances  prevented  this  case  being  seen 
through  the  w hole  of  its  course,  and  in  several 


v^  v <Wv  v'Wa'V 


Ws  V\A'  '*W  X W 

"»‘tV  »%  >\NV*V\"‘>v  >*  ':  >^*N.V  % » 

r*v%  v*  »4  \t 

> Ks*  yfc.v  >M  K ^vv  «> 

*►  %tt^%UK  Sfex>cv  ,v>  v^KV',  *f  v>S^V 
N«m%  vtv  v'*  +*s  \VW>A  < SV*H  '*  >V 

'tfcilfcitNlWriMi  W **■  *>* 

% <lfc  ifcm  W ^IihiI'v 

yt  it  ^ ^Kvrv***,  *%* 

^«vv  ^ <vwvv«  > Vs  *»1V\  ntA|Msw\b  V4  yv 
#►«*»*>  ^K  -vmv-sk  % >*vW'v  ^***x<Vvt*  >*>  tswvy 

>x  *««*.  $>  v * 4W  mnpvx  ^\»  ^ KWlr'%  $*•*** 
v»  item  »Xn- 

>►  >**»*«£'  ^ w»H > >* 

yt  ifek  'to^Ntv  liW  5N*«vyt 

^ W >mv  ^p»  »y*w%> 

* v ^ y*v  %fcv  ^ :-x>vV*x  i*w 

^ *kKv  .t^v  4*.*vt  >♦  i4v  ***»&**%  v^k*mvm»  <m 

yM  ItqK 

^ n\  «e4s 

V V y-*  t S»v\w  NV'  XV  > '!'N^  ^ 

•*••  • ' --  * ••  t <-  ^ '•  • H- 

i.  $►  1jkn»v^  ^ SMt  <y  »*  -v^ 

'**»*  i p imunriimwl:  Av  w 


"•.*,**»  ***,  vxs  V ,r  ^ s.  <■>  ■ ^ >' 

'*»•  " ^ s v>^  ’,*.»■•.  >*.--  V • ^ 

" ' > »■»****  * -**•  .\  ,<^'^ 

V.  X >«%  ^ V \v  \ *s 


•MirrtM  v 


f A*.*  *. - A - .,  T-,^f>  / x ., 

****4vH04li0***  '+***4  m*  ^ ^ 

y ■**-  ,*>&*  ' — W *~*4  ^ 

**»4  *#»*+£ W **+  *****+&*}  0^t^0 

i -S  *y  *V  ' ~"*0-^s  +*.f  &+«.  v * 

J4//  > >/  .Ijfmk  m+ . t'  M a..  A a.  I*',##,  ’ ^ Ak^S . . 

*wr^4r-  -'/I'  yff-  * * ' 'rr+f  ^ ' P-  y 

jSt  AA  A ' A /..  JlA  (At.  • mt-fr  I . y«  f-^Cfr  _i  -ft-i^-  ^ ^ . ,«  ■ j^r>- 

“ a,Bl  *ww  ^ m ■ ''• 

lA»f  ^ W:  ^ *y  ^ ^ 

^ V I ''  ** 

' *0+  j$  '4**,  r+i  W- 

.**&*,,  /*/*>»  v^/  •*»  - .»*?»  ^ 

y ' ^ . -, 
w>*'  x w^/ 

75**  Ws-^  *'+?  1*  %■*+,'•*  3*  ******  ^ ^ 

JrVyK^  * K*  J«  * ***  » ’34 

V*  *»'**>  ^ V***  -"*4  if***.  j* 

'***SU+*  *s*  i******  P ijtf ..0Akm+*  *f  Wt$>+ 

■■'*'-  <V»-^.  ***  *+*»  ■*  '-*u*. 

*+■  '*■  '*■■  )0'  -A.  >i*0>  <0** 

t >ur  * ,(\f>  1*0*  * !U ■ t*.*  r . ^ 

► .»*  r>**3 v.n  Kir  fc&«^-vii  - *v-^r  . 

x*«* 


32 


PSORIASIS  PREPUTIAHS, 


DIAGNOSIS. 

There  is  a spurious  form  of  Venerola  Vulga- 
ris, which  in  its  earlier  stage,  may  by  an 
unpracticed  eye  be  very  readily^  confounded 
with  this  disease  ; but  in  the  former  case,  other 
ulcerations  will  generally  exist  on  the  inner 
surface  of  the  prepuce,  from  which,  and  from  the 
sores  on  its  margin  also,  instead  of  a glutin- 
ous or  lymphatic  discharge,  pus  will  be 
poured  out. 

In  the  latter  stage  of  Venerola  Vulgaris  the 
extent  of  the  ulcerations  will  point  out  the 
difference. 

TREATMENT. 

In  the  treatment  of  this  complaint,  I have 
found  the  Ung.  Hyd.  Nitrat.  diminished  to 
half  its  strength,  the  best  application. 


CHAPTER  VI- 


ULCUS  EERATICUM. 

This  ulcer  begins  by  the  formation  of  a 
small  pustule,  generally  on  the  outer  skin  of 
the  body  of  the  penis,  which  bursts  and  forms  a 
scab,  which  if  allowed  to  remain,  enlarges  with 
the  ill  conditioned  sore  that  is  discovered  on 
its  removal.  This  ulcer  (if  of  any  standing)  is 
marked  by  unhealthy  granulations,  alternating 
with  foul  excavations. 

When  it  occurs  upon  the  body  of  the  penis , 
it  extends  itself  upwards,  in  a line  partaking 
more  or  less  of  the  spiral  or  circular  form, 
sometimes  healing  below,  while  it  continues  to 
ulcerate  above,  (a)  its  edge  being  generally 
somewhat  raised  and  thickened,  and  oftentimes 
everted. 


(a)  “ Under  this  head  of  sores  which  occur  on  the  geni- 
“ tals,  and  which  are  not  syphilitic,  I may  mention  one 
“ species  that  I have  several  times  seen  on  the  side  of  the 
“ penis,  which  is  herpetic,  affecting  new  parts,  while  those 
,l  first  affected  get  well  ; so  that  the  sore  may  exist  a long 
“ time  and  be  very  troublesome,  though  its  situations  may 
“ have  varied  considerably.”  Abernethy  on  Diseases  re- 
sembling Syphilis,  p.  7 4. 
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When  it  occurs  on  the  pubis , it  sometimes 
forms  distinct  ulcerations,  which  spread 
equally,  or  nearly  equally  on  all  sides : at  other 
times  they  w ill  extend  in  circles,  leaving  in  their 
centres  insulated  portions  of  integument,  or  in 
some  cases  healthy  granulations  will  be  throw  n 
up  from  the  bottom  of  the  sore,  perhaps  near 
its  centre,  on  which  points  the  healing  process 
shall  commence  (a). 

The  pain  attending  this  sore,  which  is  fre- 
quently severe,  the  patient  often  describes  as 
burning. 

The  most  extensive  ulcer  of  this  kind  1 have 
ever  met  with,  was  in  a patient  at  the  York 
Hospital,  in  November,  1816  ; it  formed  a ring 
round  the  base  of  the  glutei  of  the  right  side, 
the  whole  of  the  enclosed  part  being  an  enor- 
mous scar,  the  mark  of  its  former  ravages  ; (bj 
it  had  begun  in  a small  pimple  or  pustule, 


(a)  Quelquesuns  parcourent  des  large  espaces,  on  se  ci- 
catriscent  d’un  cote,  et  se  developent  du  cote  oppose,  on 
bien  du  centre  a la  circonference.  Cullerier  Article  Chan- 
cre Dictionaire  des  Sciences  Medicales, 

(b)  Hunter  appears  to  allude  to  this  complaint  in  his 
work  upon  the  venereal  disease,  page  412,  when  speaking 
of  some  of  the  consequences  of  bubo,  he  says,  “ In  some 
•*  the  skin  seems  only  to  admit  the  disease,  ulceration 
« going  on  in  the  surrounding  skin,  while  a new  skin  forms 
««  iu  the  centre,  and  keeps  pace  with  the  ulceration,  form- 
“ ing  an  irregular  sore,  like  a wonn-eaten  groove  all  round. 
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the  ulcer,  succeeding  which,  had  gradually 
enlarged  its  circle,  while  the  centre  healed;  it 
had  been  all  over  the  pubis,  and  perinceum, 
and  had  (if  I mistake  not,)  existed  upwards  of 
two  years. 


CA  USE. 

In  no  instance  have  I seen  this  sore,  where 
tliere  had  not  been  a previous  long  continued, 
and  irregular,  or  injudicious  use  of  mercury, 
or  where  there  has  not  existed  a considerable 
derangement  in  the  system  ; — by  derangement 
in  the  system,  it  is  not  meant  to  imply  in  every 
case  diseased  actions,  of  which  the  person  is 
sensible ; but  in  many,  that  degree  of  de- 
rangement in  the  actions  of  the  different  organs, 
which  is  evinced  in  the  countenances  of  such 
as  are  accustomed  to  hard  drinking,  or  in  such 
as  are  greatly  disposed  to  scrophula:  such  a 
change  in  short,  as  would  induce  the  remark, 
he  has  a bloated,  or  unhealthy  appearance,  or 
he  is  a weakly  or  sickly-lookingman,  while  at 
the  same  time  such  a person  believed  himself 
to  be  in  good  health,  or  nt  least  did  not  think 
himself  sick. 


CASE  I. 

A gentleman  of  very  irregular  habits,  had  in 
November,  1815,  a venereal  sore  on  the  pre- 

1)2 
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puce,  for  the  cure  of  which  he  used  mercury, 
in  away  totally  different  from  that  prescribed 
bv  his  medical  attendant,  and  also  li\ed 
equally  opposite  to  the  injunctions  given  him  ; 
by  these  means,  he  was  more  or  less  under  the 
action  of  that  mineral  for  nearly  four  months; 
in  the  latter  part  of  this  period,  a sore  of  the 
erratic  class  made  its  appearance  on  the  dor- 
sum penis,  it  extended  upwards  in  a line  to- 
wards the  pubis,  healing  below  as  it  ulcerated 
above;  but  on  reaching  the  pubis,  it  formed  a 
circular  ulcer  instead  of  a long  and  narrow 
one  ; at  this  time  others  broke  out  on  that  part, 
and  also  near  the  perinseum ; some  were  cir- 
cular, and  extended  equally,  or  nearly  equally 
in  every  direction  for  a certain  time,  and  then 
threw  up  granulations  from  their  centres,  from 
which  healing  commenced,  while  others 
formed  annular  ulcerations,  encircling  insu- 
lated portions  of  integument ; they  were  all 
accompanied  with  great  pain,  as  if  a hot  iron 
were  applied.  Mercury  was  avoided,  except 
the  Hyd.  Muriatus  as  awash,  and  in  spite  of 
conduct  the  most  opposite  in  mode  of  living 
to  the  one  prescribed,  in  about  ten  weeks  these 
ulcerations  stopped,  from  which  time  to  the 
middle  of  1817,  lie  had  no  return  of  this  com- 
plaint, nor  had  any  other  cutaneous  disease 
occurred ; but  since  that  period  I have  not 
seen  him. 


ULCUS  ERRATICUM. 


37 


CASE  II. 

Mr. , a young  man  overgrown  for  his 

age,  and  of  a phthisical  disposition,  whose 
constitution  was  much  injured  by  dissipation, 
and  previous  irregular,  and  injudicious  courses 
of  mercury  while  in  the  Peninsula,  contracted  a 
gonorrhaea  in  March,  1812;  a short  time  after 
which,  an  ulcer  of  the  above  class  appeared 
on  the  under  part  of  the  penis,  wound  round 
towards  the  dorsum,  and  upwards  towards 
the  pubis,  and  during  its  progress  healed 
below,  while  it  continued  to  ulcerate  above. 
Having  at  that  time  commenced  some  enqui- 
ries respecting  these  diseases,  and  not  consider- 
ing it  as  chancre,  it  was  treated  without 
mercury,  and  in  about  two  months  healed. 
During  its  existence  he  was  attacked  with  pains 
in  the  chest,  and  was  threatened  with  Phthisis 
Pulmonalis ; hectic  symptoms  came  on,  (i.  e. 
night  fever,  and  profuse  sweating,  with  loss  of 
appetite,  flesh  and  strength,)  and  his  rest  w as 
broken  by  nocturnal  pains  in  his  arms  and 
legs; — in  May  following,  a scanty  eruption  came 
out  on  the  upper  extremities  and  trunk,  con- 
sisting of  pustules,  followed  by  dark  oval  scabs 
of  about  an  inch  in  diameter  one  way,  and  three 
quarters  the  other,  on  the  lemovalof  which, 
concave  ulcers  of  the  same  shape,  and  with  lar- 


38 


ULCUS  ERRATICUM. 


dacious  bottoms  were  exposed,  which  healed 
slowly,  leaving  scars  behind  them; — in  this 
state  1 was  persuaded,  greatly  against  my  own 
opinion,  to  prescribe  mercury,  which,  (at  the 
time  I was  obliged  to  leave  him,  being  ordered 
out  to  the  Peninsula)  appeared  rather  to  have 
aggravated,  than  to  have  benefitted  his  com- 
plaints. Soon  after  this,  he  was  sent  to  Scot- 
land to  his  friends,  and  I did  not  again  see  him 
till  the  latter  end  of  1813,  when  we  met  in 
London,  to  which  place  he  had  gone  for  the 
benefit  of  advice  ; he  then  had  swellings  upon 
his  shins,  nocturnal  pains,  loss  of  appetite, 
strength  and  spirits,  and  appeared  far  gone 
towards  consumption ; I learnt  that  he  had 
consulted  an  eminent  Surgeon  in  Edinburgh, 
who  considered  his  disease  Lues,  and  adminis- 
tered mercury ; and  that  the  Surgeon  of  his 
regiment,  who  entertained  the  same  opinion, 
had  at  various  periods  since  done  the  same 
thing,  but  despairing  at  length  of  curing  him 
by  means  of  that  medicine,  and  wishing  him 
to  try^  the  air  of  London,  and  to  have  further 
advice  upon  the  subject,  had  recommended 
his  going  there.  Notwithstanding  the  autho- 
rities against  me,  I still  held  the  opinions  first 
formed  of  his  case  in  1812,  and  it  so  happened, 
that  those  he  consulted  in  London,  entertained 
similar  views  of  it;  mercury  was  abstained 
from,  particular  attention  was  paid  to  the  state 
of  his  digestive  organs,  tonics  were  prescribed, 
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and  his  diet  regulated  ; by  these  means,  in  the 
course  of  two  months,  the  nocturnal  pains 
were  removed,  and  the  periostial  tumors  nearly 
resolved;  he  recovered  his  appetite,  and  in  a 
great  degree  his  strength  and  former  gaiety, 
his  phthisical  symtoms  left  him,  and  he  gained 
flesh  daily ; in  short  there  was  every  prospect 
of  his  health  being  in  a little  time  perfectly 
re-established.  In  this  state,  he  again  joined 
his  regiment,  fell  into  dissipation,  his  com- 
plaints returned,  he  was  again  treated  as  for 
Lues  Venerea,  and  he  died. 


As  in  the  two  cases  here  given,  this  disease 
followed  the  consequences  of  impure  sexual 
intercourse,  it  may  possibly  be  imagined  that 
in  classing  it  among  those  not  considered  as 
originating  from  that  cause,  I am  speaking 
against  strong  presumptive  evidence,  to  say  the 
least  of  it,  and  it  is  possible  that  in  this  re- 
spect 1 may  be  in  error;  but  having  had  the 
opportunity  of  visiting  those  hospitals  in  the 
Army  of  Occupation  wherein  the  greater  part 
of  about  2000  venereal  cases  were  treated  upon 
the  non-mercurializing  plan,  and  not  having  met 
with  one  instance  of  this  disease  occurring  in 
them,  it  appears  to  me,  that  it  would  be  equally 
erroneous  to  class  it  among  those  affections 
that  have  a venereal  origin,  even  though  the 
preceding  remarks  did  not  mili  ate  against 
such  a a opinion. 
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DIAGNOSIS . 

In  its  early  stages  (a)  this  disease  maybe 
readily  confounded  with  Venerola  Vulgaris,  but 
after  a time,  the  absence  of  the  elevated  sur- 
face, with  the  continuance  of  the  ulcerative 
process,  the  alternate  granulations  and  excava- 
tions, and  the  unequal  extension  of  the  sore,  (the 
ulceration  perhaps  spreading  on  one  side,  while 
it  shall  have  stopped  on  the  other,  where  heal- 
ing may  have  commenced,)  will  suffice  to 
distinguish  them ; and  for  no  other  disease 
herein  spoken  of  is  this  ulcer  likely  to  be  mis- 
taken. 


TREATMENT. 

Of  all  the  sores  that  I have  found  to  take 
place  on  the  genitals,  and  neighbouring  parts, 
the  one  in  question  is  the  most  capricious,  and 
unmanageable ; for  that  application  which 
shall  appear  to  have  been  serviceable  to  it  yes- 
terday, if  applied  to  day  shall  produce  an 
increase  of  pain  and  irritation,  and  that  which 
shall  be  applied  to-morrow  with  apparent  suc- 
cess, shall  in  a few  days  be  of  no  use,  while 
something  whicli  may  before  have  been  used 
without  effect  shall  cause  a rapid  change  for 


(a)  i.e.  The  pustular,  and  beginning  of  the  ulcerative. 
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the  better : these  circumstances  are  in  them- 
selves sufficient  to  point  out,  how  much  this 
disease  must  depend  upon  the  general  state  of 
the  system,  and  how  necessary  it  must  be,  to 
pay  the  utmost  attention  to  regulate  the 
actions  of  the  digestive  organs. 

Irritating  applications  in  general  give  great 
pain,  without  making  up  for  it  by  their  bene- 
ficial effects,  and  mild  ones  are  oftentimes  of 
no  use. 

Of  all  applications,  I have  most  frequently 
found  the  following  useful. 


R AcidiNitricigt,as-  vadg,U9-x.  Aq.  Purae  Ihj  m.ft.  Lotio, 

• 

ly  Zinci  Sulpli.  gr.  15  ad  grs.  ij.  Aq.  Purai  3j  Solve. 

Iy  Plumb.  Superacetat.  gr.  15,  Aq.  Purae  3j  m.  et  Cola. 
R Argent.  Nitrat.  gr.  15,  Aq.  Distillat.  Jj.  Solve. 

Hydrarg.  Oxymuriat.  gr.  15,  Aq.  Distillat.  Jj.  Solve 
b.  Ung.  Hydrarg. Nitratis.  3j  Cerat.Cerai  3iijM.ft.Ung 

But  even  these,  as  well  as  almost  every  arti- 
cle in  the  pharmacopeia,  possessing  stimulat- 
ing or  sedative  powers,  have  appeared  to  be 
occasionally  useless  or  hurtful,  though  some- 
times beneficial. 

As  these  ulcerations  are  influenced  greatly 
by  the  state  of  the  system,  we  find  (as  indeed 
we  might  expect  to  do,)  that  they  are  at  one 
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time  much  more  irritable  than  at  another,  and 
thus  it  becomes  necessary  to  suit  the  applica- 
tion to  the  circumstances  of  the  moment, 
making  use  of  mild  or  sedative  ones  when 
there  is  much  pain  or  irritability,  and  of  stimuli 
when  marks  of  indolent  action  are  present. 

Though  this  disease  be  a mark,  or  conse- 
quence of  a deranged  constitution,  and  is 
greatly  influenced  by  the  various  changes 
that  take  place  in  it,  yet  it  would  appear 
to  be  also  in  some  degree  under  the  in- 
fluence of  local  actions,  for  it  sometimes  hap- 
pens that  while  one  of  these  ulcers  shall  be  in 
such  an  irritable  and  painful  state,  that  the 
mildest  applications  shall  be  scarcely  bearable, 
another  shall  from  its  indolence  require  strong 
stimulating  applications. 

The  general  remedies  to  be  made  use  of  in 
these  cases,  must  depend  upon  the  condition  of 
the  patient  at  the  time;  if  of  a phlethoric 
habit,  abstemiousness  in  diet,  with  abstinence 
from  wine,  spirits,  and  malt  liquors,  should 
be  recommended  ; where  there  is  a spare  and 
delicate  habit  with  diminished  arterial  action, 
a generous  diet  adapted  to  the  digestive  pow- 
ers of  the  patient  should  be  prescribed,  and 
even  wine  may  be  allowed,  if  it  produce  not 
heat,  and  thirst:  but  spirits  and  malt  liquors, 
except  in  very  small  quantities,  and  under  the 
above  restriction,  must  in  every  instance  be 
avoided. 
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The  medicines  employed  in  this  disease  have 
been  various;  in  Case  No.  2,  the  ulcer  healed 
under  local  treatment,  with  the  exhibition  of 
mineral  acids  and  bitters,  and  attention  to  the 
state  of  the  bowels  : in  other  cases  sarsaparilla 
has  been  the  chief  article  made  use  of ; — but 
the  remedy  from  which  there  was  appeared  the 
most  decided  good  effects,  has  been  the  blue  pill 
(r/)  (given  in  small  quantities,  so  as  to  act  gently 
upon  the  bowels,  but  not  continued  so  long  as 
to  touch  the  mouth,)  especially  when  conjoined 
with  occasional  small  doses  of  aperient  salts. 


(a)  In  some  cases  of  derangement  of  the  digestive  organs, 
and  in  some  instances  of  incipient  Phthisis  Pulmonalis, 
arising  from,  or  connected  with  it,  a combination  of  aloes, 
and  the  Pil.  Hydrarg.  has  someti  mes  proved  particularly 
serviceable:  three  grains  of  each,  night  and  morning,  is  the 
dose  usually  given. 

END  OF  BOOK  THE  FIRST. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


EXCOSiTATIO  (a). 

THOUGH  this  term  in  its  limited  sense 
means  only  a removal  of  the  cuticle,  it  is  here 
used  to  express  also,  those  superficial  ulcerations, 
in  which  such  abrasion  occasionally  terminates. 

This  complaint  when  recent,  appears  in  ir- 
regular patches,  accompanied  by  itching,  an 
increased  and  altered  secretion,  and  redness; 
but  if  it  do  not  immediately  heal,  the  secretion 
becomes  purulent,  and  the  abraded  surfaces 
(to  a greater  or  less  extent,)  assume  a yellow 
colour. 

It  is  in  this,  which  may  be  termed  their  ul- 
cerative stage,  that  excoriations  come  under 
the  eye  of  the  Surgeon; — they  are  then  gener- 


(a)  I find  by  the  translation  of  Hippocrates  before 
quoted,  that  this  complaint  was  well  known  to  the  ancients, 
as  he  makes  frequent  mention  of  it. — In  page  18,  vol.  iv.  of 
the  translation,  we  find  excoriation  accompanying  Fluor 
Albus;— in  page  59,  it  is  spoken  of,  and  the  treatment 
pointed  out;— and  in  page  74  it  is  again  mentioned. 
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ally  distinct  superficial  sores,  with  plain 
surfaces,  and  most  frequently  of  an  irregular 
shape,  though  oftentimes  inclining  to  the  oval, 
or  circular  form. 

In  some  instances,  these  excoriated  patches 
are  encompassed  by  a bright  red  line,  the  con- 
trast of  which,  on  one  side  with  the  surround- 
ing skin  which  is  often  little  or  not  at  all 
changed  in  colour,  and  on  the  other  with  the 
purulent  surface  of  the  sore,  gives  the  ulcers  a 
fiery  character,  and  if  at  the  same  time  they 
are  surrounded  by  any  degree  of  phlegmonous 
thickening,  their  appearance  is  well  calculated 
to  occasion  alarm  to  the  patient,  and  lead  the 
practitioner  astray. 

Though  1 have  no  instance  on  record,  of  ex- 
tensive ulceration  arising  in  the  first  instance 
from  mere  excoriation,  1 am  led  to  believe  that 
such  must  frequently  happen  in  the  lower  walks 
of  life,  among  persons  of  bad  constitutions,  and 
bad  habits  of  living,  whose  dwellings  are  ill 
ventilated,  and  where  little  attention  is  paid  to 
personal  cleanliness  ; — for  when  ulceration  be- 
gins in  such  parts,  under  such  circumstances, 
ft  is  impossible  to  say  where  it  will  end. 

We  occasionally  see  the  prepuce  and  glans 
separately  affected,  though  when  Excoriation  is 

extensive,  they  generally  participate. 

Buboes  are  a very  common  consequence  oi 
Excoriation,  and  there  has  appeared  a greater 
disposition  in  them  to  suppurate,  where  the 
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primary  affection  was  trifling,  and  free  from 
pain  and  inflammation,  than  where  both  the 
Jat<er  states  have  been  present  to  a consider- 
able extent. 


CA  USE. 

The  simplest  affection  of  this  kind,  is  that 
of  direct  abrasion,  or  stripping  of  the  cuticle 
from  the  glans  or  prepuce  by  the  were  force 
of  friction,  which  though  noticed  by  nearly 
all  who  have  written  on  this  subject,  and 
though  its  possibility  cannot  admit  of  a doubt, 
yet  is  so  rare,  that  I have  never  met  with 
one  well  attested  case  of  it. 

That  this  affection,  thus  originating,  should 
seldom  fall  under  the  cognizance  of  the  Sur- 
geon, may  be  accounted  for,  first  from  its 
rarely  taking  place,  and  secondly  that  as  it 
must  be  the  consequence  of  great  dispropor- 
tion of  parts,  or  peculiar  delicacy  of  structure, 
or  both,  the  pain  felt  during  connexion,  or 
some  other  circumstance  points  out  the  cause, 
and  the  cure  is  left  to  nature. 

The  next  case  in  point  of  infrequency,  is 
where  the  disease  takes  place  from  too  often 
repeated  and  long  continued  friction,  of  which 
the  denudation  becomes  an  indirect  conse- 
quence, it  being  preceded  by  patches  of  minute 
vesicles,  which  breaking  leave  the  parts  ex- 
coriated. 

Fj 
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It  may  be  asked,  when  there  exist  such 
almost  unsurmountable  difficulties  in  ascertain- 
ing the  exciting  cause  of  this  affection,  how  it 
happens,  that  a cause  has  been  discovered 
which  no  former  writer  appears  to  have  con- 
sidered as  such  ? namely  that  of  repeated  and 
long  continued  friction;  to  this  it  is  answered, 
that  several  instances  of  this  affection  have  been 
met  with,  which  could  not  reasonably  be  sus- 
pected to  have  arisen  from  any  other  source, 
and  that  the  probability  of  such  a cause  is 
supported  by  analogy;  for,  if  other  parts  of 
the  body  intended  by  nature  to  bear  a certain 
portion  of  attrition,  become  blistered  by  the 
application  of  it  to  an  extent  disproportionate 
to  their  power  of  resistance,  there  is  no  reason 
why  the  lining  of  the  female  organs,  the  glans 
penis,  or  inner  surface  of  the  prepuce,  should 
not  have  the  same  effect  produced  upon  them 
by  the  same  means. 

A more  frequent  cause  of  the  disease,  and 
which  I believe  has  also  passed  unobserved,  is 
a greatly  increased  secretion  of  the  sebaceous 
fluid,  which  in  these  cases  has  the  appearance, 
and  consistence  of  cream,  and  which  unless 
prevented  by  frequent  ablution,  or  certain  ap- 
plications, will  soon  give  rise  to  the  disease  — 
To  this  diseased  secretion  some  persons  are 
particularly  liable,  and  it  would  seem  most  fre- 
quently to  be  a consequence  of  derangement 
in  the  priinse  viae,  brought  on  by  intemper- 
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ance  ; but  independent  of  particular  liability, 
there  are,  1 suspect,  few  people  in  whom  inat- 
tention to  cleanliness  will  not  produce  excoria- 
tion. 

But  among  all  the  causes  of  this  disease,  by 
far  the  most  frequent  is  impure  coition,  by 
which  an  acrid  secretion  being  applied,  irrita- 
tion, vesication,  and  subsequent  excoriation 
are  produced. 

The  altered  secretion  which  in  one  person, 
will  only  produce  those  superficial  ulcerations, 
which  from  their  wanting  certain  peculiarities, 
are  included  under  the  head  of  Excoriation, 
will  in  another  give  rise  to  Gonorrhoea,  or 
Venerola,  or  both. — This  circumstance  with 
there  appearing  to  be  a regular  gradation  up  to 
Venerola  Vulgaris,  has  given  birth  to  the  opi- 
nion, that  most  cases  of  Excoriation  arising 
from  sexual  intercourse,  are  but  spurious  kinds 
of  the  former  disease,  and  this  opinion  is  much 
strengthened,  by  their  being  occasionally  fol- 
lowed by  the  same  consecutive  diseases. 

The  most  extensive  excoriations  1 have  met. 
with,  have  appeared  to  arise  from  connexion, 
while  the  glans  and  prepuce  were  in  a state  of 
irritation  from  neglect  of  cleanliness. 

DIAGNOSIS. 

It  is  fortunate  that  to  distinguish  between 
Excoriations  arising  from  the  different  causes 

r:  2 
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above  mentioned,  is  of  little  practical  impor- 
tance, for  t he  effects  being  so  exactly  similar, 
it  would  after  the  relapse  of  a few  hours  be 
found  in  most  instances  an  impossibility; 
should  it  however  be  necessary  to  attempt  a 
discrimination,  we  must  judge  from  the  history. 

Excoriation  may  be  confounded  with  Venerola 
Vulgaris  in  its  earliest  stage,  when  that  disease 
appears  in  its  mildest  form,  and  is  situated  on 
the  inner  surface  of  the  prepuce;  and  also  with 
the  Ulcus  Induratum  before  it  has  assumed 
its  characteristic  mark  ; but  most  generally  the 
difficulty  will  in  neither  case  last  for  more 
than  a few  days,  and  it  is  of  no  practical  im- 
portance, as  the  treatment  in  the  commence- 
ment is  the  same  in  all. 

THE  A T31ENT. 

In  the  treatment  of  Excoriation,  we  must 
pay  attention  to  the  state  of  the  bowels,  and 
keep  the  parts  clean;  the  weak  solution  of  the 
acetate  of  lead  before  mentioned,  applied  fre- 
quently as  a w ash,  and  kept  to  the  part  by 
means  of  a piece  of  lint  ( a. ) dipped  in  it,  has 


(a)  I have  generally  used  lint  in  ibis  and  other  cases 
for  the  application  of  washes,  but  linen  rag  is  far  better, 
the  former  upon  becoming  dry,  or  losing  its  moisture  to  a 
certain  degree,  being  more  apt  by  its  downy  surface  to 
create  irritation. 
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been  found  in  general  the  best  application,  in 
the  early  stage  of  the  disease ; when  moread- 
vanced,  and  there  appears  to  be  indolent  action 
in  the  part,  touching  it  with  the  sulph.  cupri. 
or  argent,  nitras,  will  be  often  beneficial  in 
quickening  the  cure.  A wash  of  alcohol  and 
water,  (a)  has  also  been  used  in  the  early  stage 
with  success. 


’ “ — “ — r— ■ r— . — r:—  ■ 

( a)  This  is  made  by  adding  to  one  part  of  Alcohol  three 
or  four  parts  of  water. 
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ERYSIPELAS, 

TL  HIS  which  I have  only  found  to  take  place 
on  the  inner  surface  of  the  prepuce,  corona, 
and  glans,  is  more  frequently  a sequel  of  the 
Ulcus  Induratum,  than  an  idiopathic  disease. 

It  is  marked  by  an  increased  redness,  and 
moisture,  and  by  minute  vesiculse ; thus  it 
bears  so  strong  a resemblance  to  Excoriation 
(a)  as  to  render  it  almost  impossible  to  dis- 
tinguish them  except  by  the  history  of  the 
complaint,  but  its  sudden  appearance,  without 
any  known  cause,  and  its  changing  its  place, 
perhaps  from  one  side  of  the  glans  and  corona 
to  the  other,  will  be  sufficient  in  many  cases  to 
point  out  the  disease  to  be  Erysipelas. 

I have  found  the  alcohol  wash  above  mention- 
ed,to  be  the  most  generally  useful  application;  in 
some  cases  the  (6)  black  wash  (as  it  is  commonly 
called)  has  been  used  with  great  advantage. 


(a)  lam  very  much  dispossd  to  doubt,  if  Excoriation  in 
the  generality  of  cases,  be  not  the  consequence  of  this 
species  of  inflammation. 

(b)  This  is  a composition  of  calomel  and  lime  water  in 
the  proportion  cf  half  a dram  of  the  former,  to  an  ounce 
ant),  a half  of  the  latter. 


CHAPTER  III. 


VE  NERO  LA  VULGARIS, 

AUT 

ULCUS  ELEVATUM. 

This  disease,  which  is  more  frequently  met 
with  than  all  other  ulcerations  of  the  parts  of 
generation  put  together,  may  be  seated  on  any 
part  of  the  body  to  which  its  cause  may  be 
applied — accordingly,  though  it  is  most  fre- 
quently found  upon  the  body  of  the  penis,  the 
inner  or  outer  surface  of  the  prepuce,  and  on 
the  scrotum,  I have  met  with  instances  of  it 
on  various  parts  of  the  thighs. 

Its  progress  may  be  divided  into  four  stages, 
1st.  the  Pustular;  2nd.  the  Ulcerative;  3rd. 
the  Elevated,  or  Granulating ; and,  4th.  that 
of  Depression,  and  Cicatrization. 

The  first  stage  comprises  the  first  four  or  six 
days  of  the  disease,  and  usually  commences  from 
three  to  seven  days  after  connexion  ; — it  begins 
with  itching,  and  redness,  followed  by  the  for- 
mation of  a spherical  pustule  surrounded  with 
an  areola. 
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The  second,  stage  is  ushered  in  by  the  forma- 
tion of  a scab,  which  supplies  the  place  of  the 
pustule, — under  this  (the  ulcerative  process 
continuing  to  go  on)  the  accumulation  of  mat- 
ter sometimes  occasions  considerable  pain,  until 
it  forces  its  way  out,  by  bursting  the  cuticle, 
or  by  a portion  of  the  scab  being  otherwise 
detached.  The  scab  acquires,  at  each  time 
that  this  oozing  takes  place,  some  degree  of 
enlargement,  by  an  additional  concretion  of 
matter;  (a) — its  form  is  oftentimes  irregular, 
though  generally  it  inclines  to  the  circular; — 
when  first  formed,  it  is  rather  sunk  in  the  centre, 
until  by  repeated  accumulation,  its  thickness 
becomes  sufficient  to  counteract  this  appear- 
ance ; — it  varies  in  color  according  to  its  age? 
being  when  newly  formed  yellow,  but  after- 
wards becoming  darker,  and  darker,  until 
nearly  black, (b)  the  shade  deepening  towards 
the  centre. 

It  is  in  this  stage  of  the  disease  that  these 


(а)  Dr.  Adams  notices  this  as  taking  place  in  chancre 
Vide  Treatise  on  Morbid  Poisons.  P.  114. 

(б)  “ Another  form  in  which  the  disease  appears  as  a first 
“ symptom,  is  that  of  a brownish  kind  of  scab,  somewhat. 
“ depressed,  as  if  the  parts  were  rotten  beneath,  with  the 
“ margin  of  the  scab  separating  from  the  surroundiug  skin  ; 
* ‘ Icannot  compare  this  kind  of  chanere  to  any  thing  so  like 
*<  as  the  crust  covering  a dead  or  stale  periwinkle. 
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cases  are  most  frequently  admit  ted  into  hospi- 
tal, when,  if  the  scab  be  removed,  a concave 
ulcer  of  the  oval  or  circular  figure,  with  if$ 
surface  of  a glossy  brown,  an  unhealthy  red, (a) 
or,  what  is  more  frequent,  of  a dirty  yellow 
colour,  is  exposed. 

The  termination  of  this,  and  the  commence- 
ment of  the  third  stage,  which  usually  takes 
place  about  the  eighth  (5)  or  tenth  day,  is 
marked  by  an  elevation  of  the  edge,  and  a 
filling  or  rising  up  of  the  surface  of  the  sore, 
which  eventually  becomes  seated  upon  a fungus 
raised  above  the  level  of  the  surrounding  parts;(c) 


(a)  The  color  of  the  surface  depends  in  some  degree  upon 
the  age  of  the  sore,  as  it  ulmost  invariably  becomes  of  a 
healthy  red  towards  the  termination  of  the  third  stage;  it 
also  at  times  depends  upon  the  constitution  of  the  person, 
for  sores  of  the  same  standing  are  often  found  to  have  differ- 
ently coloured  surfaces. — Thus,  no  dtpendance  can  be 
placed  on  color  of  surface,  as  a mark  of  distinction, 

(b)  When  the  progress  of  the  sore  has  been  interfered 
with  by  the  use  of  mercury,  or  the  application  of  sti- 
muli, during  its  second  stage,  I have  known  it  as  late  as  the 
18th  day  before  the  commencement  of  the  third  stage  ; and 
in  some  few  cases,  where  those  articles  have  not  been  used, 
but  where  considerable  constitutional  derangement  existed, 
I have  known  it  as  late  a,s  the  14th  day. 

(c)  I am  strongly  disposed  to  believe,  that  the  disease  now 
treating  of,  is  the  same  which  Mr.  Abernethy  describes  in 
his  Observations  on  Diseases  resembling  Syphilis,  p.  68, 
where  he  says,  “the  ulcer  is  at  first  inflamed,  and  spreads 
“ ordinarily  to  the  size  of  the  finger  nail ; its  circumference 
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■ — it  is  in  this  stage,  and  by  these  marks,  that 
this  ulcer  may  always  be  distinguished  from 
every  other  sore  affecting  these  parts. 

The  elevation  of  the  edge  and  surface  is 
oftentimes  considerable,  and  w hen  the  sores  are 
situated  on  the  external  part  of  the  prepuce, 
the  body  of  the  penis,  the  scrotum  &c.  is  not 
unfrequently  marked  as  strongly,  as  in  figures 
D,  E,  and  F of  the  plan  before  given. 

The  edge  in  this  stage,  is  freqently  not  only 
above  the  surrounding  parts,  but  also  above  the 
surface  of  the  ulcer,  and  in  these  cases  it  is  thick, 
and  the  whole  gives  to  the  eye  a false  impres- 
sion of  induration ; — at  other  times  it  is  even 
with  the  surface  of  the  sore,  but  is  seldom  be- 
low it ; the  first  is  the  most  frequently  met  with 


“ is  thickened,  it  throws  out  new  flesh,  which  rises  above 
the  surrounding  skin  - sometimes  there  is  an  appearance  of 
“ several  little  cells,  or  spaces  in  the  interstices  of  the  gra- 
“ nulations,  if  they  may  be  called  so,  owing  to  the  ulcer 
“ not  producing  new  flesh  in  an  equal  degree : — the  edges 
“ of  the  sore  generally  retain  their  diseased  state  after  the 
“ middle  has  become  healthy,  from  this  cause,  the  healing 
“ of  the  sore  is  retarded : these  sores  are  slow  in  healing  un- 
“ der  any  mode  of  treatment,  and  they  generally  get  well 
“ in  the  same  succession  as  they  broke  out.” 

Whether  right  or  not  in  the  belief,  that  the  disease  Mr, 
A.  speaks  of  in  the  above  description,  is  that  I have  called 
^ enerola  Vulgaris,  if  the  reader  will  add  the  quotation  to 
what  I have  said  in  the  attempt  to  desciibe  that  disease  as 
it  occasionally  appears  in  its  third  stage,  he  will  render  the 
picture  much  more  perfect. 
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when  the  sore  is  external ; the  second,  and 
third,  when  on  the  inner  surface  of  the  prepuce. 

The  base  and  edge  are  usually  of  a dark  red 
colour,  and  until  about  the  14th  day,  are  most 
frequently  surrounded  by  an  efflorescence  or 
areola,  partaking  more  or  less  of  the  same 
tinge ; — this  is  most  easily  and  frequently  to 
be  observed  when  the  disease  is  situated  on  the 
outer  part  of  the  prepuce,  or  body  of  the  penis. 

As  from  the  eighth  to  the  tenth  day,  the 
ulceration  has  usually  attained  its  greatest  ex- 
tent, so  it  is,  that  from  the  fourteenth  to  the 
eighteenth,  the  sore  has  usually  risen  to  its 
greatest  height ; — there  are  however  many  ex- 
ceptions to  these  rules. 

Though  the  ulcerative  process  ends,  when  the 
granulating  or  elevated  stage  commences,  it  is 
not  always  that  the  sore  has  then  arrived  at  its 
largest  size,  for  I have  seen  it  when  situated 
externally,  immediately  upon  rising  above  the 
surrounding  parts,  expand  so  as  to  hide  the 
lower  part  of  its  base,  which  had  in  conse- 
quence an  appearance  as  if  a ligature  were  tied 
tightly  about  it,  giving  to  the  sore  the  resem- 
blance or  figure  of  a mushroom. 

When  this  sore  has  attained  its  greatest  height, 
it  remains  stationary  for  an  uncertain  time,  (er) 

(a)  Assez  souvent  les  chancres  rongeans  et  tloloureux  dt  - 
viennent  indolent,  apres  l’emploi  des  remedes  indiques,  et 
demeurent  6tationaires. 

Culleriir  Dictionaire  dcs  Sciences  Medicares. 

Article  Chancre. 


6() 


VENEROLA  VULGARIS. 


after  which  it  gradually,  though  perhaps  very 
slowly  declines  and  heals , which  process  forms 
the  fourth  stage. 

When  this  disease  has  been  situated  on  the 
outer  skin  of  the  prepuce,  the  body  of  the 
penis,  the  scrotum,  or  other  place  where  there 
is  a certain  density  of  cuticle,  though  for  a 
time  there  remain  a thickening  in  the  part,  it 
eventually  goes  off,  leaving  a permanent  de- 
pression, resembling  that  left  by  cow  pox  or 
variola. 

The  degree  of  pain  attendant  on  these  sores 
differs  indifferent  subjects,  but  it  generally  sub- 
sides on  the  coming  on  of  the  third,  or  granu- 
lating stage.  ( a) 

When  this  disease  occurs  on  the  inner  surface 
of  the  prepuce,  the  ulcerations  are,  with  few 
exceptions,  much  smaller  than  when  they  take 
place  externally. 

When  situated  behind  the  glans,  at  the  junc- 
tion of  the  integuments  with  the  body  ol  the 
penis,  this  ulcer  has  oftentimes  in  its  2nd  stage 
an  excavated  appearance  like  to  the  calyx  of  an 
acorn  (6) in  these  cases,  there  is  often  a 
great  degree  of  hardness  surrounding  it, 
which  however  seldom  continues  longer  than 


(a.)  The  cause  of  its  doing  so,  may  found  in  the  cessa- 
tion of  the  ulcerative  action. 

( b)  Howard  remarks  this  as  one  of  the  appearances  ot 
chancre. 
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through  this  stage,  generally  disappearing  on 
the  commencement  of  the  third. 

When  on  the  inner  part  of  the  prepuce,  the 
frcenum,  or  any  part  behind  the  glans,  except 
that  just  spoken  of,  this  sore  most  frequently  has 
not  the  deep  cupped  appearance  mentioned ; on 
the  contrary,  it  is  often  so  little  concave,  as  to 
make  it  doubtful  whether  it  arises  from  the  ap- 
plication of  this  particular  poison,  or  from  ex- 
coriation originating  from  some  other  cause, 
particularly  when  (as  is  often  the  case)  it  does 
not  come  under  the  eye  of  the  Surgeon,  until 
the  commencement  of  the  3rd  stage,  and  its  sur- 
face has  become  level  with  the  surrounding  parts. 

Wherever  may  be  the  seat  of  these  ulcere  on 
the  inner  part  of  the  prepuce,  their  characters 
are  seldom  doubtful  after  the  ninth  day,  when 
by  drawing  the  skin  well  back,  and  making  al- 
lowance for  the  form  of  the  parts,  the  raised  edge 
and  surface  cannot  escape  discovery,  for  though 
these  may  not  be  plainly  discernible  all  round, 
they  will  be  so  on  some  one  side. 

Their  characteristic  in  the  3rd  stage,  when  on 
the  inner  surface  of  the  prepuce  or  behind  the 
glans,  though  always  sufficiently  marked,  is  at 
the  same  time  much  less  strikingly  so,  than 
when  they  are  situated  externally. 

When  they  happen  by  the  side  of  the  froenum 
they  almost  invariably  ulcerate  through  it,  and 
oftentimes  destroy  it  altogether. 

They  are  (as  a general  rule)  more  irritable, 
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painful,  or  sore  to  the  touch,  when  behind  the 
crlans,  or  on  the  inner  surface  of  the  prepuce, 
than  when  on  the  external  skin. 

When  this  sore  attacks  the  prepuce  and 
glans  at  the  same  time,  (as  it  very  frequently 
does)  it  has  two  very  different  appearances  in 
its  3rd  stage,  for  while  that  portion  situated 
upon  the  prepuce  will  assume  all  the  charac- 
teristics of  this  ulcer,  that  affecting  the  glans 
will  continue  below  the  surface  of  the  surround- 
ing parts,  and  for  a certain  time  be  more  disposed 
to  ulcerate,  than  granulate,  and  when  granula- 
tion takes  place,  it  will  be  accompanied  by  the 
liealinq  process,  instead  of  that  elevation  of 
the  edo-e  and  surface  which  distinguishes  in 
other  parts  this  sore  from  all  others. 

I have  however  seen  these  ulcers  on  the 
glans  with  the  elevated  edge  and  surface 
well  marked,  but  these  exceptions  being  rare, 
they  must  depend  upon  some  peculiarity  in  the 
state  of  the  part,  or  in  the  constitution  ol  the 
patient. 

In  this  affection,  the  diseased  action  m many 
instances  extends  a considerable  distance  beyond 
the  seat  of  the  sore thus  if  leeches  be  applied 
to  the  groin  for  the  reduction  of  bubo,  the 
wounds  made  by  them  will  often  become  so 
many  venerolic  sores,  which  w ill  go  through 
their  several  stages  with  more  or  less  regularity. 

The  time  required  for  the  healing  of  these 
ulcerations  is  generally  from  four  to  six  weeks; 
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it  is  seldom  they  get  well  sooner  than  the  lirst 
period,  or  that  they  require  longer  than  the 
last;  though  they  occasionally  do  both. 

The  spurious  forms  of  this  disease  are  as 
various  as  its  causes,  the  susceptibility  of  the 
part,  and  the  constitutions  of  the  persons 
affected;  its  gradations  being-  from  the  purer 
form  now  described,  downwards  until  all  its 
peculiarities  are  lost  in  the  superficial  ulcerations 
ranked  under  the  head  of  Excoriation. 

Though  this  diseasegenerally  runs  its  courses© 
mildly,  that  except  bubo  form,  the  patient  is 
not  aware  of  any  derangement  in  his  system, 
yet  sometimes  a high  degree  of  constitutional 
irritation  takes  place,  which  is  most  frequently 
the  forerunner  of  an  eruptive  affection ; — 
for  I have  observed  that  the  less  this  sympto- 
matic fever,  the  more  regular  is  the  form, 
and  progress  of  the  sore,  and  that  the  more  re- 
gularly thelocal  diseasegoes  through  its  several 
stages,  the  less  liable  is  the  patient  to  secondary 
symptoms. 

T he  striking  resemblance  which  the  two 
superficial  sores  of  Carmichael  bear  to  each 
other  in  the  most  material  points,  rnd  the 
trifling  difference  that  exists  between  either  of 
them  and  Venerola  Vulgaris,  have  strongly 
impressed  me  with  the  probability  of  their 
being  all  the  same  disease,  the  division  of  which 
into  two  species  by  Mr.  C.  has  been  occasioned 
by  the  choice  of  a delusive  criterion. 
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The  first  or  superficial  sore  without  induration, 
hut  with  elevated  edges,  he  describes  as 
“ sometimes  displaying  a whitish,  or  at  others 
« a reddish  brown  surface,  without  any  appear- 
“ ance  of  granulations,  it  is  not  excavated,  but 
“is  on  a level  with  the  surrounding  skin,  or 
« considerably  raised  above  it,  yet  it  is  neces- 
“ sarv  to  observe  that  it  sometimes  seems  indu- 
“ rated  to  the  eve,  and  the  elevated  edge  of  this 
“ ulcer,  gives  it  the  appearance  of  excavation; 
“ on  examination  by  the  touch,  it  will  be  found 
“ that  it  possesses  neither  of  these  characters; 
« at  its  commencement  it  appears  in  the  form 
“ of  a small  pustule,  attended  with  itching  of 
“ the  part.” — here  then  are  two  out  of  the  four 
stages  of  Venerola  V.  finely  described,  namely 
the  pustular,  and  elevated,  and  the  difference 
existing  with  respect  to  the  intermediate  one 
(the  excavated)  may  be  accounted  for  by 
supposing  that  all  the  casesthathad  come  under 
the  observation  of  this  Author,  had  at  such 
time  got  into  their  third  stage,  and  this  is 
rendered  still  more  probable,  by  the  consider- 
ation that  that  stage  is  often  strongly  marked 
as  early  as  the  8th.  day,  and  that  it  is  a rare 
circumstance  that  persons  with  these  diseases, 
apply  for  admission  into  a Civil  Hospital  till 
they  have  been  eight  or  ten  days  ill: — be  this  as  it 
may,  the  two  marks  before  noticed,  with  the  situ- 
ations of  the  sores  being  the  same,  the  inefficiency 
of  mercury  or  applications  of  caustic,  with 
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the  time  required  for  their  healing  being  similar, 
will  1 have  little  doubt  be  considered  as  suffi*- 
cient  grounds  for  the  opinion  formed;  to 
strengthen,  if  not  to  prove  the  truth  of  which, 
it  will  be  only  necessary  to  examine  the  descrip- 
tion given  of  the  sore  without  induration  or 
elevated  edges.  “ In  general  it  is  raised  above 
“ the  surrounding  skin,  and  exhibits  a smooth 
“ surface,  the  color  of  a healthy  sore,  but 
“ without  granulations,  and  has  somewhat  of  a 
“ fungous  appearance,  sometimes  it  is  on  a level 
“ with  the  surrounding  surface,  and  seldom  is 
“ excavated ; these  ulcers,  which  are  far  more 
“ general  than  any  others  to  which  the  parts 
“ of  generation  are  liable,  vary  from  the  size 
“ of  a pea  to  that  of  half-a-crown,  and  are 
“ more  frequently  found  on  the  glans  and 
“ internal  prepuce  than  elsewhere,  in  which 
“ situation  they  in  general  excite  phymosis ; 
“ they  also  occur  on  the  external  surface  of  the 
“ prepuce,  body  of  the  penis,  and  scrotum? 
“ in  which  last  situation  they  are  considerably 
“ raised  above  the  surrounding  surface,  so  as 
“ to  resemble  fungi  or  soft  warts.” — Here  then, 
we  have  a description  differing  from  that  of  the 
former,  in  the  circumstances  of  this  sore  being 
sometimes  excavated,  and  of  its  edges  not  rising 
above  its  surface,  while  betw  een  it  and  Venerola 
Vulgaris  there  scarcely  exists  a shade  of 
difference,  and  if  we  allow  that  Mr.  Carmichael 
copied  his  picture  of  the  colour  of  the  surface, 
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from  sores  in  an  advanced  stage,  we  shall  have 
before 'US' in  all  the  three  cases  one  and  the 
same  disease. 

DIA  GNOSIS. 

T> 

In  speaking  of  the  Diagnosis  of  thhpreceding 
affections,  their  difference  from  this  disease 
has  in  general  been  pointed  out,  and  what  is 
deficient  under  that  particular  head  may  be 
readily  found  by  comparing  the  descriptions  and 
progress  of  each  disorder.  I shall  therefore  con- 
tent myself  with  observing,  that  though  a degree 
of  phlegmonous  thickening  sometimessurrounds 
these  sores,  (even  to  a great  extent,  moreparti- 
cularlv  when  they  are  large  and  situated  on 
the  inner  surface  of  the  prepuce,  or  cotona 
glandis)and though  this  thickening  may  continue 
after  the  commencement  of  the  third  stage,  and 
thereby  render  the  disease  liable  to  be  con- 
founded with  one  of  its  varieties  or  ^puiious 
forms,  viz.  Yenorala  Indurata,  yet  the  eciy 
extent  of  the  thickening  in  these  cases,  and  its 

gradual  diminution  as  the  third  stage  advances 
orin  other  words  as  the  fungous  granulations  sub- 
side or  contract,  are  marks  by  which  this  ulcer 
cannot  fail  to  be  known  even  in  the  worst  cases. 

With  any  other  of  the  diseases  herein  treated 
of  (unless  in  very  bad.  cases,  or  in  very  mild 
and  spurious  ones)  this  - affection  cannot  be 
confounded  if  the  descriptions  given  be  attended 
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to,  und  I be  not  deceived  as  to  their  correctness 
and  efficiency. 

The  difference  between  this  disease  and 
chancre  consists,  fiist  in  not  as  a general  rule 
beinu:  followed  by  consecutive  diseases  when 

o * 

niercurv  is  abstained  from;  secondly  in  not 
requiring  the  excitement  of  the  mercurial 
irritation  for  its  cure;  and  thirdly  in  that  irri- 
tation being  either  useless  or  injurious. 


CA  USES. 
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This  disease  almost  invariably  proceeds  from 
sexual  intercourse;  but,  as  during  connexion 
virus  of  very  different  kinds  may  be  applied, 
and  may  produce  the  disease,  it  will  be 
interesting  to  know  how  many,  and  of  what 
kinds  the  different  secretions  are,  which  really 
possess  this  property. 

T hat,  the  disease  may  arise,  from  the  appli- 
cation of  matter  from  a sore  of  the  same 
description , is  proved  by  the  following  expe- 
riments. 


Experiment  1st. 

“Matter  taken  from  a sore  of  this  kind, 
situated  on  the  internal  skin  of  the  prepuce,  of 
ten  days  standing,  strongly  marl-  ed,  and  having 
its  edge  level  with  its  surface,  was  inserted  into 
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the  arm  at  the  usual  place  of  inoculation ; on  the 
(a)  first  day  a slight  red  ness  was  observable  round 
the-part ; on  the  second  the  redness  had  increased, 
and  there  appeared  a minute  pustule  accom- 
panied by  itching;  on  the  third  the  efflorescence 
was  more  extensive,  and  the  size  of  the  pustule 
increased;  on  the  fourth,  the  pustule  was  rubbed 
off  and  a scab  appeared  in  its  place,  which  as 
well  as  the  surrounding  redness  increased  untit 
the  sixth  day;  on  the  eighth  the  scab  wras  removed 
and  the  sore  found  to  possess  its  characteristic 
distinctly;  it  was  then  allowed  to  scab  again, 
the  surrounding  efflorescence  gradually  dimi- 
nished, and  on  the  fourteenth  day  the  scab  fell 
off,  leaving  a depression  greatly  resembling 
that  left  by  the  small  pox. 

Experiment  2nd. 

Matter  from  a well  marked  sore,  of  eight 
days  standing,  with  its  edge  above  its  surface, 
and  situated  on  the  externa!  skin  oi  the  prepuce, 
was  inserted  into  the  dorsum  penis  ;-the  day 
after,  an  inflamed  itchy  spot  appeared;  on  the 
second  day  this  was  enlarged,  with  apparent 
vesication  ; — on  the  third  day  this  became  a 
regular  pustule  with  a minute  scab  in  its  centre  , 
on° the  fourth  the  pustule  had  increased  in  size 


(a1)  By  fust  day  is  meaut  twenty  four  hours  after  moeu 
lation. 
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and  was  placed  upon  a red  elevated  base  ; — on 
the  fifth  the  pustule  continued  to  enlarge,  as 
did  the  small  scab  in  its  centre,  and  the  areola 
became  somewhat  darker; — on  the  sixth  the 
pustule  was  increased  in  size,  and  the  areola 
had  become  more  extensive; — on  theseventh  the 
place  of  the  pustule  (which  had  been  rubbed  off 
the  preceding  night)  was  supplied  by  a scab, 
covering  a greater  surface  than  the  pustule  had 
done; — on  the  eighth  the  size  of  the  scab  had 
increased,  and  there  was  great  itching; — on  the 
ninth  the  itching  had  given  place  to  pain,  and 
there  had  been  some  discharge  the  preceding 
night  from  under  the  scab;— tenth,  had  fell  consi- 
derable pain  the  night  before  until  matter  forced 
its  way  out  from  below',  by  detaching  a portion 
of  the  scab;  the  surrounding  redness  remained 
nearly  the  same  as  on  the  sixth  day,  but  the 
scab  was  larger  and  depressed  in  the  centre; 
he  now  complained  of  pain  and  swelling  in 
the  right  groin  eleventh,  no  change  ;— twelfth 
the  pain  both  of  the  sore  and  of  the  swelling 
in  his  groin  had  ceased;  the  areola  was  rather  in- 
creased, and  the  scab  w as  irregular ;— thirteenth 
removed  the  scab  and  found  the  sore  possessed 
of  the  characteristics  of  its  class,  but,  smaller 
than  the  one  from  which  the  matter  was 
taken ; it  was  nowdressed  w ith  ungt.  cerae.; — on 
the  fifteenth,  the  sore  w'as  declining,  i.  e.  was 
lesseningin  height  and  size; — on  the  seventeenth, 
the  dressing  had  been  rubbed  off  the  night 
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before,  and  a scab  had  formed;— on  iheeighternth 
the  scab  fell  off,  and  the  sore  was  found  healed; 
but  to  this  day  the  mark  remains,  as  in  the 
former  case  closely  resembling  that  occasionally 
left  by  variola. 

Experiment  3rd. 

From  a cupped  venerolic  sore,  situated  at  the 
internal  duplicature  of  the  prepuce,  and  then 
in  the  early  part  of  its  second  stage,  matter  was 
inserted  into  the  arm,  and  produced  a sore 
the  appearances  of  which  resembled  exactly 
those  above  mentioned,  but  its  duration  was 
somewhat  longer,  i.  e.  twenty-eight  days;— as 
n the  other  cases,  it  left  a pit  similar  to  that 

of  small  pox. 

From  these  and  other  experiments,  I am 
inclined  to  the  opinion,  that  in  this,  as  well  as 
in  the  vaccine  disease,  the  secreted  fluid  varies, 
or  is  less  certain  in  its  effects  in  proportion  to 
the  duration  of  the'  disease,  for  in  the  first  of 
these  cases,  where  the  ulcer  from  which  the 
matter  was  taken  was  of  ten  days  standing, 
the  disease  terminated  in  fourteen  days;  in  the 
second,  where  the  sore  was  only  eight  days  old, 
the  inoculated  disease  continued  eighteen  days; 
and  in  the  third  case  where  the  matter  was 
taken  before  the  cessation  of  the  ulcerative 
singe,  it  continued  twenty-eight  days. 

Having  by  these  experiments  sufficiently 
established  the  contagious  nature  of  this  disease, 
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it  only  remains  on  this  head  to  point  out^  that 
it  is  not  only  communicable  from  one  person 
to-jahother,  but  that  the  matter  generated,  will 
produce  the  same  disease  in  the  person  gene- 
rating it; — thus,  if  there  be  Venerola  Vulgaris 
on  the  penis,  and  the  discharge  be  allowed  to 
come  in  contact  with  the  scrotum,  thigh,  pubis, 
8<c.  the  disease  will  be  very  liable  to  form  wher- 
ever the  matter  may  be  so  applied  ; — instances 
of  this  are  extremely  common, — the  following 
are  outlines  of  one  that  l have  lately  met  with. 

Case. 

Mr. contracted  Venerola  Vulgaris 

upon  the  outer  skin  at  the  point  of  the  pre- 
puce, which  ran  its  course  so  regularly  as  to  be 
well  on  the  21st  day  a few  days  before  its 
healing  he  complained  of  some  soreness  of  the 
glans,  and  of  discharge  from  under  the  prepuce 
which  was  swollen  with  some  degree  of  phyino- 
sis; — on  the  inflammation  being  reduced,  an 
ulcer  was  found  to  have  taken  place  on  the 
glans ; it  was  recent,  and  could  be  attributed 
to  nothing  but  contact  of  matter  from  the  ex- 
ternal sore,  and  that  it  did  so  originate  was 
proved  by  the  discharge  from  it  (i.  e.  the  sore 
on  the  glanS)  producing  some  w eeks  afterwards 
another  sore,  with  all  the  characters  of  the 
first,  upon  the  upper  part  of  the  thigh. 

The  above,  w hile  it  shew  s the  power  of 'the 
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poison,  teaches  us  the  necessity  of  a strict  at- 
tention to  cleanliness,  and  the  caution  which 
should  be  made  use  of  to  prevent  the  neigh- 
bouring parts  being  contaminated  by  the  appli- 
cation of  the  virus. 

But  many  cases  have  come  under  my  care, 
and  still  more  to  my  knowledge,  wherein  this 
disease  arose  from  other  causes  than  the  appli- 
cation of  the  specific  virus,  (a) 

In  the  following  cases,  it  arose  from  the  ap- 
plication of  an  altered  secretion , without  any 
breach  of  surface , or  discernible  disease  in  the 
female  organs. 

Case  hit. 

The  case  just  quoted  was  one  in  which  no 
disease  could  be  discovered  in  the  woman,  and 
other  men  were  known  to  have  connexion 
with  her  afterwards,  and  that  with  impunity. 


(a)  Are  these  and  other  sores  uniformly  produced  by 
« similar  sores  on  the  parts  of  the  female,  or  is  an  unhealthy 
« secretion  without  breach  of  surface  sufficient  to  excite 
« BOme  of  them  ?— this  matter  requires  to  be  investigated 
« more  accurately  than  has  yet  been  done,  nor  is  the  task  a 
•«  very  easy  one.  When  a man  contracts  sores  by  coition, 
that  the  parts  of  the  female  were  ulcerated  is  taken  for 
« granted,  bat  often  I suspect  erroneously. 

j Report  upon  Venereal  Diseases,  June  90,  1817, 
By  J . Brown,  S,  C.  o.  C. 
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Case  2nd. 

A gentleman  shewed  liimself  to  me  in  the  early 
part  of  1817,  -with  Venerola  Vulgaris  behind  the 
glans  ; and  at  the  same  time  assured  me,  that  a 
Medical  Friend  along  with  a French  Surgeon 
had  examined  the  woman  from  whom  he  con- 
tracted it,  yet  no  disease  could  be  traced  in  her. 

Case  3rd. 

A gentleman  had  connexion,  and  contracted 
Venerola  Vulgaris  ; another  slept  with  the  same 
woman  the  whole  of  the  following  night,  and 
escaped  infection : on  examination  no  disease 
could  be  traced  in  her. 

It  is  the  custom  of  this  place  (Valenciennes) 
to  have  the  public  women  examined  at  stated 
periods,  and  for  this  purpose  a French  Surgeon 
is  appointed; — at  these  examinations  1 have 
frequently  been  present,  and  have  always  been 
surprised  at  the  small  portion  of  disease  to  be 
found  among  them  ; — at  one  which  I attended, 
no  less  than  200  women  of  the  lowest  descrip- 
tion, and  of  course  the  most  frequented  by  sol- 
diers, were  examined,  and  not  one  case  of  dis- 
ease was  found  among  them;  nevertheless  the 
Military  Hospitals  had,  and  continued  to  have 
their  usual  number  of  venereal  cases,  (a) 


[a)  By  venereal  cases  ulceraticns  arealore  meait. 
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At  an  inspection  I have  since  attended  where 
100  women  were  examined,  only  two  were 
found  with  ulcerations  ; — 1 noticed  several  with 
increased  secretions,  and  one  with  purulent 
discharge,  but.  these  were  taken  no  notice  of 
1>V  the  attending  Sui^eons,  as  they  did  not 
come  sufficiently  under  the  head  ot  Virulent 
Gonorrhoea, 

That  the  iuo  women  above  mentioned  as 
having  ulcers,  infected  the  whole  of  the  men 
diseased  in  the  garrison(a)  during  the  preceding 
fifteen  days(6)  no  one  can  for  a moment  admit, 
even  as  likely;  but  i(  it  be  allowed  that  an  altered 
secretion  be  sufficient  for  the  production  of  this 
disease,  we  shall  at  once  have  an  explanation 
of  how  it  happened,  that  the  Military  Hospitals 
continued  to  have  their  usual  number  of  vene- 
real cases,  when  not  one  diseased  woman  could 
be  found  in  the  200  before  mentioned  ; and  how 
it  is,  that  the  municipal  regulations  made  for 
preventing  the  propagation  of  venereal  diseases, 
so  completely  fail  in  the  attainment  of  their 
object. 

In  the  Departmental  Hospital  at  Lille,  where 
the  abov£  women  are  sent  when  diseased,  I was 
equally  struck  with  the  few  cases  of  ulceration 


(a)  The  garrison  consisted  of  five  British  regiments  ofth: 
line,  besides  artillery,  the  whole  amounting  to  about  6700 
men. 

(/,)  The  examinations  at  this  time  were- twice  a month. 
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it  presented,  for  out  of  upwards  of  100  womert 
it  contained  at  the  time  l visited  it,  not  mor£ 
than'  three  were  found  to  have  VenerolaVulgafi  , 
audit  did  not  present  one  case  of  I leus  lndu- 
ratum - gonorrhoea,  excoiiations  from  want  of 
cleanliness,  warts,  condylomata,  and  some 
eruptive  diseases  composed  the  rest. 

Hv  the  above  circumstances  we  are  warrant- 
ed in  the  belief,  that  so  far  from  the  secretion 
of  a sore  of  the  same  kind  being  necessary  for 
the  production  of  this  disease,  it  may  be  caused 
bv  the  application  of  a set:  ret  ion,  the  infectious 
slate  of'  which  ;is  only  to  be  known  by  its 
effects.  («) 

From  the  two  cases  last  mentioned  we  may 
also  infer,  that  the  disordered  state  of  the  part 
capable  of  producing  a secretion  which  may 
gitfe  rise  to  this  ulcer,  may  be  only  temporary, 
or  that  there  must  be  some  peculiar  disposition 
to  the  disease  on  the  part  of  the  persons  who 
become  infected  — that  the  first  is  oftentimes 
the  case,  l have  had  too  many  proofs  to  leave 
a doubt  upon  my  mind, — and  that  the  state  of 


(a)  Hunter  lias  shewn  the  fallacy  of  the  maxim  “quod 
non  haliet  non  dare  potest,”  as  far  as  this  disease  is  con- 
cerned Abernethy  has  confirmed  it,  but  reiterated  evidence 
is. necessary  before  this  can  cease  to  be  the  general  creed; — 
being  one  of  those  assertions,  that  appear  too  self-evident  to 
deserve,  or  require  a moment’s  thought, — Truth  however 
wifi  eventually  establish  itself. 
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the  part  and  of  the  constitution,  may  be  more 
favorable  to  disease  at  one  time  than  at  another, 
it  is  not  likely  that  any  one  will  deny  ; to  say 
nothing  of  the  well  known  fact,  that  some  per- 
sons are  much  more  susceptible  of  particular 
diseases  than  others. 

This  circumstance  of  an  altered  secretion, 
the  morbific  state  pf  which  is  only  to  be  known 
by  its  being  capable  of  producing  disease,  ex- 
plains how  it  is,  that  when  one,  two,  or  more 
men  go  with  the  same  woman  within  a short 
time  of  each  other,  the  first  and  perhaps  the 
second  shall  escape,  while  those  who  follow 
shall  contract  the  disease.  This  may  be  ex- 
plained by  the  repeated,  and  perhaps  long  con- 
tinued frictions  producing  a temporary  inflamed 
state  of  the  parts,  and  consequent  alteration  or 
morbific  state  of  the  natural  secretion; — to  say 
nothing  of  other  matters. 

The  following  cases  shew  that  gonorrhoeal 
matter , or  the  matter  capable  of  producing 
gonorrhoea  will  also  occasion  this  disease. 

Cate  l#f. 

Two  gentlemen  had  connexion  with  a girl, 
the  one  shortly  after  the  other;  one  of  them 
contracted  venerola  vulgaris,  the  other  gonorr- 
hea ; — the  girl  was  examined,  she  had  some 
discharge  from  the  parts,  but  no  tdecration. 
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Cast  2nd. 

A gentleman  in  the  habit  of  going  with  one 
particular  woman,  was  occasionally  affected 
with  discharge  from  the  urethra,  sometimes 
accompanied  with  pain  in  passing  his  urine, 
but  more  frequently  not;  in  the  first  case  it 
usually  remained  upon  him  eight  or  ten  days, 
inthe  second  it  generally  went  off  in  four  or 
five;* — One  day  he  applied  to  me  for  advice 
under  the  impression  that  he  had  contracted 
chancres,  his  disease  however  was  Herpes  Pre- 
putialis,  finely  marked,  the  vesicles  being  dk* 
tinct,  and  placed  in  tw  o parallel  lines  of  three 
vesicles  in  each; — the  disease  was  explained, 
ahd  the  necessary  directions  given  ; — he  never- 
theless that  night  paid  the  Lady  another  visit, 
and  three  days  afterwards  came  to  me  with  an 
ulcer  in  the  place  where  the  Herpes  Preputialis 
had  been,  and  which  turned  out  to  be  Venerola 
Vulgaris; — the  Girl  was  examined,  there  was 
some  increased  secretion , but  no  ulceration;[a) 


(a)  To  those  unacquainted  with  the  municipal  regulation* 
of  this  part  of  France  (Departeraent  du  Nord)  it  may  be 
necessary  to  say,  there  is  scarcely  ever  any  objection  on  the 
part  of*  these  women  to  allow  of  an  examination,  for  in  the 
event  of  their  refusing,  it  is  only  necessary  to  make  a repre- 
sentation to  the  police,  that  they  are  suspected  of  being 
diseased,  and  they  are  immediately  put  into  prison  until 
examined  by  the  Town  Surgeon. 
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— the  disease  in  him  ran  its  course  regularly  in 
about  28  days: — No  sooner  was  he  well  than 
he  went  again  w ith  the  same  woman,  and  a few 
days  after  had  virulent  gonori  hcea: — the  woman 
was  again  examined,  and  found  free  from  fur- 
ther disease  than  that  deg  ree  of  increased  secre- 
tion which  may  be  termed  slight  Leucorrhtra, 
which  she  acknowledged  to  have  been  Occasion- 
ally  subject  to  for  six  months  before; — in  this 
case  then,  we  see  both  Venerola  Vulgaris  and 
Gonorrhoea  lake  place  in  the  same  person  from 
the  same  cause. 

Whether  or  hot  in  some  cases  ulceration  exists 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  eye,  can  only  be  deci- 
ded bv  examination  after  death. — l must  ac- 

%!  * 

know  ledge,  no  good  reason  presents  itself  to 
pcintout  why  it  should  not ; but  as  w e have 
no  proof  that  venereal  ulcers  do  form  so  far 
within  the  vagina  as  to  be  beyond  discovery, 
I am  no  way  disposed  to' argue  upon  the  suppo- 
sition that  th^y  do,  particularly  as  this  is  one 
of  the  many  matters  of  fact  that  cannot  be 
demonstrated  by  reasoning. 

Case  3rd. 

The  following  appears  to  me  another  strong 
case  in  support  of  the  text : Captain  con- 
tracted Gonorrhoea,  and  a week  afterw  ards  em- 
barked for  a foreign  station;  after  being  at  sea 
for  six  weeks  the  gonorrhoea  disappeared,  but 
the  next  dnv  a small  ulcer  was  discovered, 
which  pro  ved  lo  be  Venerola  Vulgaris  ; inercu- 
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rv  was  used,  and  the  sore  healed,  but  immedi- 
ately afterwards  another  made  its  appearance 
near  the  site  of  the  former,  it  spread  over  the 
old  cicatrix,  and  in  spite  of  mercury  remained 
open  for  more  than  three  months; — in  this  case, 
the  best  ulcer  (for  1 shall  take  no  notice  of  the 
second)  must  have  been  the  consequence  of 
the  application  of  the  gonorrhoeal  matter,  for 
to  suppose  the  appli cation  of  the  vcnerolic  poi- 
son to  have  been  coeval  with  the  gonorrhoeal  in- 
fection, and  that  it  could  lie  dormant  in  t lie 
part  for  seven  or  eight  weeks,  is  to  go  a little  too 
much  out  of  the  road  of  common  sense,  and  is 
contradicted  by  analogy  the  favorite  argu- 
ment of  one  action  overpowering  another,  when 
made  use  of  as  it  has  been  in  this  case,  is  either 
a fragment  of  sophistry,  or  an  erroneous  appli- 
cation of  the  principle; — that  one  local  action 
may  overpower  another  is  shewn  in  the  prec<  cl- 
ing case,  where  the  Herpetic  is  changed  into 
the  Vcnerolic  ; but  in  the  instance  of  Conorrlieea 
and  Venerola  the  case  is  different,  the  one  dis- 
ease is  situated  in  the  urethra,  the  other  on  the 
glans,  the  prepuce,  or  elsewhere,  and  conse- 
quently they  are  tiot  two  different  diseases  af- 
fecting the  same  part,  but  two  different  diseases 
affecting  parts  equally  different  in  their  struc- 
ture and  Junctions; — and,  as  to  one  action 
suspending  another,  whatever  reasoning  might 
be  brought  forward  in  favor  of  the  action  of 
gonorrhsea  preventing  the  developement  of  the 
venerolic  poison,  it  cannot  fail  to  be  overthrown 
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by  the  circumstance  of  its  being  an  every  day 
occurrence  to  meet  with  cases,  wherein  both 
these  diseases  exist,  and  in  which  each  goes  on 
in  the  same  way,  as  if  the  other  were  not  present; 
and  it  is  no  wonder  they  should  do  so,  when 
they  may  both  arise  from  the  application  of  the 
same  morbific  matter. 

1 have  seen  some  cases,  where  this  disease  has 
appeared  to  be  a metastasis  of  gonorrhcea,  and 
of  the  ulcus  induratum;  in  these  cases  it  has 
come  on  after  the  cure  of  one  or  other  of  these 
affections,  and  has  taken  place  on  that  part  of 
the  body  of  the  penis,  w here  there  appeared  but 
little  probability  of  the  matter  being  applied. 

1 have  also  known  after  the  healing  of  a sore 
of  this  kind  [a)  on  the  external  skin  of  the 
penis,  another  break  out  on  the  inner  surface 
of  the  prepuce  behind  the  glans,  where  the 
contract  of  matter  could  scarcely  be  suspected ; 
but  in  these  cases  there  existed  considerable 
constitutional  derangement. 

That  the  last  case  may  have  been  a metastasis 
I shall  not  deny;  it  however  appears  to  me,  that 
we  shall  in  general  be  more  correct,  in  attri- 
buting the  recurrence  of  the  disease  to  contact 
of  matter,  where  there  is  a likelihood  of  that 
taking  place,  than  by  referring  it  to  the  other 
cause: — In  the  case  alluded  to,  whether  the 
ulcer  arose  from  metastasis  or  contact,  its 
gonorrhseal  origin  remains  the  same. 

. > * r 

(a)  i.  e,  Venerola  Vulgaris. 
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this  kind,  two  ulcers  occurred  on  the  body  of 
the  penis,  which  healing- left  two  hard  knobs, 
the  one  spherical,  the  other  lenticular,  (a) 

TREATMENT. 

* 

It  is  the  accompanying  constitutional  symp- 
toms which  in  this  disease  require  the  most  of 
our  attention,  it  being  on  them  that  the  dura- 
tion and  progress  of  this  sore  chiefly  depend. 
These  symptoms  being  often  of  a highly  inflam- 
matory type,  it  is  requisite  under  these  circum- 
stances that  the  most  decisive  measures  should 
be  had  recourse  to,  for  in  this,  as  in  the  pre- 
ceding disease,  we  not  only  by  these  means 
shorten  the  duration  of  the  sore,  but  we  shall  in 
all  probability  lessen  the  severity  of  the  conse- 
cutive disease, or  (it  might  be)  avoid  it  altogether. 

The  irritability  of  this  sore  keeps  pace 
throughout  the  whole  of  its  course  with  the  con- 
stitutional excitement,  being  more  particularly 
great  in  its  early  stage,  and  at  a more  advanced 
period  less,  so  that  the  constitutional  derange- 
ment subsiding  altogether,  or  in  a great  degree, 
the  sore  not  unfrequently  becomes  proportion- 
ally indolent;— in  a late  instance,  the  ulcerative 
process  had  stopped,  and  the  sore  which  before 


(a)  I have  seen  the  same  occur  after  Venerola  Vulgaris;— 
another  proof  of  this *being  but  a variety  of  that  disease. 
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had  beenhighly  irritable, became  so  indolent  and 
stationary,  that  stimuli  of  various  kinds  were  for 
a fortnight  applied  without  producing  the  least 
change,  but  a slight  attack  of  fever  taking  place, 
a degree  of  thickening  came  on  about  the  sore, 
which  went  off  as  the  febrile  symptoms  dimi- 
nished, and  the  ulcer  shortly  after  healed ; — 
on  the  occurrence  of  a second  febrile  attack,  it 
broke  out  afresh,  and  became  of  its  original 
size,  and  again  as  the  constitutional  affection 
diminished  it  gradually  healed. 

Never  having  met  with  this  disease  in  a debi- 
litated constitution,  (with  which  I am  inclined 
to  think  it  incompatible)  the  remedies  I have 
found  most  useful  in  the  treatment  of  the  con- 
stitutional symptoms,  have  been  the  lancet, 
purgatives  and  diaphoretics: — the  applications 
to  the  sore  have  been  sedative  or  stimulant 
according  to  the  action  in  the  part;— whenever 
there  has  been  much  irritability  in  the  ulcer, 
the  patient  has  been  kept  in  bed,  the  weak 
solution  of  the  acetate  of  lead  applied,  and  the 
bowels  kept  quite  loose ; — when  indolent  action 
has  taken  place,  the  usual  stimulants  such  as 
sulp.  cup.— argent,  nit— ung.  hyd.  nit.— ung. 
acid,  nit.— ung.  aeruginis,  &c.  &c.  have  been 
occasionally  used  with  advantage. 
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ACT 

ULCUS  INDURATUM. 

This  disease  from  its  having  a common  ori- 
gin, and  from  its  being  occasionally  followed 
by  the  same  constitutional  affections,  I believe 
to  be  another  variety  or  spurious  form  of  Vene- 
rola  Vulgaris. 

In  its  first  stage,  this  ulcer  is  so  indistinctly 
marked,  that  it  is  often  confounded  with  other 
diseases; — in  many  instances  the  only  mark  of 
this  ulcer  for  some  days  is  an  exudation  or  ooz- 
ing of  fluid,  from  a part  which  afterwards  be- 
comes the  surface  of  the  sore,  and  in  this  state 
the  disease  may  readily  be  mistaken  for  Erysi- 
pelas; (a)  —in  other  cases,  a patch  appears  of 


(a)  I am  much  disposed  to  the  opinion,  that  the  peculi- 
arities in  this,  and  the  preceding  disease,  arise  from  the 
particular  state  of  the  constitution  inducing  the  erysipela- 
tous instead  of  the  phlegmonous  inflammation,  which 
is  by  no  means  an  uncommon  consequtn  e < f t’pe  simplest 
constitutional  derangement. 
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that  healthy  red  colour  which  the  cutis  exhibits 
on  removal  of  the  cuticle,  and  the  affection  may 
be  confounded  with  Abrasion  or  Excoriation:  — 
Sooner  or  later  however,  this  complaint  as- 
sumes its  characteristic  mark,  the  base  becom- 
ing of  a cartilaginous  hardness , unless  the  sore 
should  be  seated  on  the  glans.(a) 

When  this  disease  takes  place  at  the  duplica- 
tion of  the  prepuce  behind  the  glans,  or 
spreads  to  it,  there  is  invariably  a disposition 


(a)  “ There  is  a hardness  peculiar  to  this  poison  sur- 
“ rounding  the  sore,  especially  those  upon  the  prepuce.’’ 
Hunter  on  the  Venereal  Disease,  Adams's  Edit.  p.  320. 
I am  inclined  to  think  this  Disease,  the  same  as  that  al- 
luded to  by  Mr.  Abernethy  in  his  Work  on  Diseases  resem- 
bling Syphilis,  page  73  ; where  he  says,  “ The  firstappear- 
“ ances  of  these  sores  are  various,  but  a thickening  in  the 
*i  surrounding  parts  takes  place,  while  the  centre  is  soft, 
“ and  less  diseased  than  the  circumference.  I have  seen 
them  on  the  contrary  heal  with  a flat  surface,  and  acquire 
‘c  a circular  hardness,  the  middle  being  quite  soft,  and  the 
‘•area  of  the  circle  gradually  increase;  I have  known 
“ sores  heal  apparently  well  and  smoothly,  and  afterwards 
“ the  edge  has  acquired  a circular  hardness,  like  a ring  of 
“ firm  substance.” 

The  intermediate  sentence,  where  he  says,  “ I have  seen 
“ the  surrounding-  parts  much  elevated,  and  an  opening 
« leading  into  a cavity  in  the  middle,”  is  too  much  like 
phlegmon  in  a state  of  ulceration,  and  loo  little  like  the 
ulcus  induratum  to  allow  me  to  think  that  the  latter  disease 
is  alluded  to;  but,  however  this  may  be,  1 have  little  doubt 
of  his  8th  case  (page  23)  being  an  instance  of  this  com- 
plant,  and  still  less,  that  the  case  of  the  student  was  so. 
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for  the  ulceration  to  extend  between  the  skin 
and  body  of  the  penis;  (a)  and  it  is  only 
when  this  happens,  that  this  ulcer  puts  on  an 
excavated  appearance,  it  being  (as  a general 
rule)  a superficial  sore  with  a plain  surface;  if 
it  occur  (as  1 have  seen  it)  within  a fold  or 
wrinkle  of  the  prepuce,  its  appearances  are  the 
same  as  when  at  the  internal  duplication. 

Among  the  first  changes  that  take  place  in 
this  sore  at  its  commencement,  is  not  unfre- 
quently  found  that  of  a change  of  color  in  its 
surface  from  a red  or  yellow  to  a brown  or 
livid  hue,  the  base  at  the  same  time  increasing- 
in  hardness  and  extent,  (b) — its  decline  or  im- 
provement on  the  contrary,  is  marked  by  a di- 
minution of  the  hardness,  or  by  the  surface  be- 
coming healthy,  of  which  the  former  promises 
the  speediest  termination. 

There  shall  be  two  or  more  of  these  sores,  and 
one  shall  from  a few  days  after  its  commence- 
ment have  its  characteristic  hardness  about  it, 
while  the  other  shall  be  free  from  it  for  a consi- 
derable time  after. 


(a)  “ The  ulceration  on  the  inside  of  the  prepuce  will 
“ sometimes  increase,  and  run  between  the  skin  and  body 
“ of  the  penis.”  Hunter  on  the  Venereal,  p.  364. 

(b)  ((  There  is  another  species  of  chancre  in  which  the 
“ disposition  to  ulcerate  is  less  than  usual,  and  the  disposi- 
“ lion  to  indurate  is  greater}  so  that  the  ulcerated  surface 
“ may  heal,  and  leave  an  indurated  knob  or  tumor  in  the 
*•  affected  part.” 

Abernethy  on  Discuses  resembling  Syphilis , p,  58, 
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I have  met  with  two  instances  of  this  disease, 
in  which  no  breach  of  surface  could  be  disco- 
vered throughout  the  whole  of  its  progress,  and 
thus  it  answered  most  accurately  to  the  disease 
described  bj?  Celsus,  “ Occalescit  etiam  in  cole 
“ interdum  aliquid,  idque  omni  pene  sensu 
“ caret,  quod  ipsum  quoque  excidi  debet.”  (a) 
It  is  curious  that  so  close  an  observer  of  nature 
should  have  taken  notice  of  this  disease  in  its 
most  rare  form  only,  and  made  no  allusion  what- 
ever to  it  when  in  a state  of  ulceration; — nearly 
the  same  thing  occurs  in  the  same  author  with 
respect  to  carbuncle,  the  ulcerative  stage  of 
which  he  does  not  describe,  though  he  evidently 
alludes  to  it  when  he  directs  it  to  be  washed 
out  with  a syringe.  ( b ) 

The  specific  action  in  this  disease  does  not 
appear  to  extend  beyond  the  hardened  base, 
for  if  the  diseased  portion  be  removed 
by  the  knife,  the  wound  heals  as  if  no 
morbid  action  had  previously  existed  in  the 
part. 

A high  degree  of  constitutional  derangement 
sometimes  takes  place  during  the  existence  of 
these  sores,  in  such  cases  mortification  to  a 
greater  or  less  extent  is  no  uncommon  occur- 


(a)  Lib.  vi.  cap.  ix.  sect,  i: 

lb)  For  this  observation  I am  indebted  to  my  friend  Sur- 
geon Brown,  Staff  Corps  of  Cavalry, 
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rence  (a).  Persons  whose  constitutions  are 
injured  by  breathing  an  unhealthful  atmos- 
phere, by  spare  and  unwholesome  diet,  by  a 
long  residence  in  hot  climates,  or  by  dissipa- 
tion, appear  to  be  most  liable  to  this  change 
in  the  disease. 

I have  known  gangrene  take  place  as  early 
as  twenty-four  hours  after  the  appearance  of  the 
disease,  and  in  less  than  seventy -two  hours  after 
connexion  ( b ). 

When  this  sore  extends  over  a portion  of  the 
prepuce  and  glans  penis  at  the  same  time,  that 
part  situated  upon  the  glans  is  not  accom- 
panied by  the  induration  which  characterises 
the  portion  existing  on  the  prepuce  (c). 


(a)  “ But  I should  suspect  in  all  such  cases  there  is  some 
“ fault  in  the  constitution.” 

Hunter,  Adams's  Edit.  p.  348. 

(b)  In  one  of  those  cases  the  disease  was  considered  to  be 
syphilis,  and  mercury  was  administered  by  friction  from 
its  commencement,  which  was  less  than  24  hours  after  con- 
nexion. I have  however  seen  the  same'  thing  take  place, 
within  the  same  period,  when  no  mercury  had  been  used. 
Hunter  seems  to  consider  early  sloughing  as  one  of  the  pro- 
perties of  chancre,  “ It  also  sometimes  happens,  that  they 
“ begin  very  early  to  form  sloughs,  when  this  is  the  case, 
“ they  have  a strong  tendency  to  mortification.”  Vide  page 
322,  edition  as  abo>e. 

(c)  It  may  appear  a solecism,  to  continue  the  application 
of  the  term  Ulcus  Induratum  when  the  characteristic  is 
absent,  but  I do  not  see  how  the  difficulty  is  to  be  removed, 
when  as  in  tliis  case  there  is  an  extension  of  the  same 
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When  situatedon  the  prepuce,  this  ulcer  (as  has 
been  already  stated)  is  commonly  superficial, 
but  I have  met  with  cases  of  it  on  the  glans, 
where  its  depth  has  been  equal  to  its  diameter; 
in  these  insta  nces  the  ulcer  bore  some  resem- 
blance to  an  inverted  cone,  a circumstance  that 
has  taken  place  in  every  case  of  mortifica- 
tion affecting  this  part,  that  has  come  under 
my  care  or  that  1 have  had  an  opportunity  of 
seeing. 

The  hardened  spots  which  these  sores  occa- 
sionally leave  behind  them,  are  very  apt  to  be- 
come again  ulcerated,  from  want  of  attention 
to  cleanliness,  or  from  irritation  by  coition,  &c. 
and  they  are  in  some  instances  particulaiH 
liable  to  attacks  of  erysipelas. 


DIAGNOSIS . 

Though  as  before  noticed,  it  is  likely  in 
many  instances  to  be  confounded  with  En  si- 
pelas  and  Excoriations,  yet  in  most  cases  this 
ulcer  is  to  be  distinguished  from  them  by  its 
surrounding  hardness,  even  in  its  earliest  stage. 

The  induration  that  takes  place  in  this  dis- 
ease differs  from  that  which  occasionally  attends 
Venerola  Vulgaris,  in  having  a flat  surface,  and 


ulcer,  differing  solely  in  its  appearance,  on  account  ot 
spreading  to  a part  whose  structure  differs  so  materially  as 
does  the  glans  penis  from  that  of  the  prepuce. 
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in  lying  superficially,  while  in  the  latter  disease 
it  is  spherical  and  runs  deeper  into  the  part. 

CA  USE. 

Though  in  almost  every  instance,  this  dis- 
ease appears  to  be  the  immediate  consequence 
of  impure  intercourse,  yet]  the  following  cases 
shew  that  it  is  not  always  so,  and  that  the  ap- 
plication of  gonorrhoeal  or  other  morbid  matter, 
generated  by  the  person  affected  may  produce 
the  disease. 


Case  1st. 

Corporal  U.  was  admitted  into  hospital  on 
the  22nd  July,  1816,  with  Gonorrhoea  and 
Herpes  Preputialis  ; the  latter  was  well  on  the 
31st; — the  Gonorrhoea  continued,  and  for  it 
he  was  kept  in  hospital. — On  the  27th  August, 
/i.e.  33  days  after  his  admission)  he  was  found 
to  have  small  excoriations  on  the  glans,  one  of 
which  in  particular  extended  over  a portion 
of  the  prepuce,  was  completely  superficial, 
and  had  a dirty  yellow  plain  surface ; — the 
weak  solution  of  acetate  of  lead  was  applied, 
and  on  the  29th  the'  lesser  excoriations  had 
healed,  but  the  one  extending  to  the  prepuce 
continued  the  same;— from  this  until  the  9th 
September,  (14  days  after  its  appearance) 
various  applications  were  made  use  of  without 
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any  advantage  ; — on  that  day  it  had  assumed 
completely  the  character  of  this  class  of  ulcers, 
but  still  continued  so  superficial  as  to  appear 
more  like  amoist  red  spot  than  an  ulcerated  sur- 
face ; — on  the  10th  bubo  appeared  in  the  groin;— 
on  the  13th  there  was  ulceration  of  cuticle  to  a 
greater  extent,  and  his  groin  was  more  painful  i 
—by  the  18th  both  affections  were  much  in- 
creased, when  a wash  of  three  drains  of  alcohol 
to  one  ounce  and  a half  of  water  was  ordered 
to  be  applied,  by  a piece  of  lint  being  dipt  in 
it  and  laid  on  the  sore on  the  20th  a conr 
siderable  change  for  the  better  had  taken  place, 
i.  e.  the  ulceration  was  less  extensive,  and  the 
hardness  w as  nearly  gone  on  the  24th  an  af- 
fection apparently  of  the  same  kind,  but  not 
attended  with  the  same  peculiar  hardness,  made 
its  appearance  on  the  other  side  of  the  glans  ; — 
on  the  27th  both  affections  were  much  diminish- 
ed, and  the  bubo  had  gone  back  on  the  2nd 
October  the  whole  had  disappeared,  after  a 
duration  of  thirty-seven  days. 

Case  2nd. 

The  following  is  an  instance  of  its  arising 
from  the  application  of  veneroiic  matter,  gene- 
rated by  the  person  affected. — 

B.  W.  was  admitted  21st.  April  with  Vene- 
rola  Vulgaris,  which  on  the  14th.  May  was 
nearly  healed,  when  a swelling  and  inflam- 
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mation  of  the  prepuce  came  on  without  any 
assignable  cause;— by  the  use  of  cold  appli- 
cations &c. the  swelling  was  so  much  diminished 
on  the  20th.  as  to  allow  of  the  skin  being  drawn 
back,  by  which  a sore  of  the  indurated  class, 
with  its  character  strongly  marked,  was  disco- 
vered at  the  duplication  of  the  prepuce  behind 
the  glans,  on  the  opposite  side  to  where  the 
original  ulcers  were  seated  ; — it  had  a livid 
surface,  and  was  evidently  disposed  to  run  into 
gangrene,  the  pulse  however  being  only  74 
and  his  tongue  clean,  a purgative  of  Epsom 
Salts  and  Senna  only  was  given  : — on  the  fol- 
lowing day  (2lst.)  phymosis  had  again  come  on, 
and  there  was  a hectic  flush  of  the  countenance — 
this  with  the  black  tinge  upon  the  lint  which 
had  been  applied  to  the  sore,  and  its  gangrenous 
odour,  left  no  doubt  of  approaching  mortifica- 
tion although  the  pulse  continued  still  but 
74,  and  the  skin  natural,  bleeding  was  bad 
recourse  to,  and  the  solution  of  antimon.  tart, 
with  aq.  ammon.  acet.  was  given  every  three 
hours; — on  the  22nd.  the  phymosis  had  dimi- 
nished, but  the  sore  still  held  its  livid  appear- 
ance; the  solution  of  acetate  of  lead  was 
applied,  and  the  draughts  continued; — on  the 
23rd.  some  swelling  of  the  prepuce  had  again 
taken  place,  but  w as  not  such  as  to  prevent  his 
drawing  it  back ; the  ulcer  still  had  a gangrenous 
surface,  and  the  hectic  flush  continued  upon  his 
cheek;  his  pulse  was  74,  small,  and  rather  weak. 
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and  his  bowels  were  open:  appearances  conti- 
nuing the  same  in  the  evening,  the  quantity  of 
solut.  ant.  tart,  was  increased,  and  lie  had  pe- 
diluvium,  which  occasioned  considerable  per- 
spiration during  the  night;  — on  the  24th.  the 
appearance  of  the  sore  was  much  the  same,  but 
the  swelling  of  the  prepuce  was  less ; he  was 
costive,  his  pulse  was  hard,  and  80,  his  tongue 
white,  but  his  skin  of  the  natural  temperature;— 
he  was  again  bled,  but  only  eight  ounces  of 
blood  could  be  obtained things  continuing 
the  same  in  the  evening,  the  bleeding  was 
repeated,  and  the  next  day  (25th.)  the  sore  had 
become  light  coloured,  and  afterwards  rapidly 
improved. 

I have  seen  this  induration  occasioned 
by  the  irritation  consequent  to  removing  warts 
by  the  scissors  from  the  inner  surface  of  the 
prepuce ; and  also  brought  on  in  the  last  stage 
of  Venerola  Vulgaris  by  the  application  of 
sulph.  cupri: — themurias  hydrarg.applied  as  a 
wash  in  excoriation  has  also  produced  it. 

From  these  instances  it  would  appear,  that 
the  application  of  a particular  virus  (o)  is  not 
necessary  for  producing  the  characteristic  mark 
of  this  disease,  but  that  it  may  be  the  conse- 
quence of  the  simplest  irritation. 


(a)  I have  in  various  instances  vainly  endeavoured  to  pro- 
duce this  disease  by  inoculation. 
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From  the  above  instances  of  the  charac- 
teristic of  this  disease  arising'  from  such  various 
causes,  and  especially  from  its  originating  in 
the  two  last  in  simple  irritation,  shall  we 
not  be  borne  out  in  setting  it  down  as  the  con- 
sequence of  irritation  alone,  in  a part  having 
a temporary  disposition  to  this  indurated 
action?— That  the  disposition  is  temporary, 
would  appear  from  the  matter  of  Venerola  Vul- 
garis at  one  time  producing  this  disease,  and  at 
another  inducing  in  the  same  person,  and  in  the 
same  part  its  own  specific  action. 

TREA  TMENT. 

Extensive  inflammation,  swelling,  and  phy- 
inosis,  (a)  are  not  frequently  attendant  on  this 
sore  except  in  cases  where  mortification  takes 
place  or  is  about  to  do  so,  and  even  in  these 


[a)  “ Phymosis  and  inflammation  are  less  frequently  at- 
“ tendaut  upon  chancre,  than  upon  those  ulcers  which  are 
“ destitute  of  characteristic  marks,”  Carmichael,  p.  2 9. 

From  this,  and  from  some  extracts  from  Hunter  & c.  it 
might  be  suspected  that  this  disease  is  really  chancre,  were 
it  not  that  it  differs  from  that  ulcer  in  some  very  material 
points;  1st.  it  attacks  only  the  internal  surface  of  the  pre- 
puce or  the  glans;  2ndly,  mercury  so  far  from  being  ne- 
cessary to  the  cure  is  in  general  hurtful  or  useless;  Srdly, 
it  is  not  as  a general  rule  followed  by  secondary  symptoms, 
where  the  actions  of  that  mineral  have  not  been  excited;  and 
4-th ly,  impure  coition  is  not  necessary  for  its  production, 
though  in  general  it  appears  to  arise  from  it. 
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the  two  last  are  not  always  present  ;— when  the 
first  occurs,  whether  accompanied  or  not  by  the 
other  two,  we  must  not  only  make  use  of  the 
local  remedies  to  reduce  it,  but  as  gangrene 
under  these  circumstances  is  in  this  diseaes 
much  to  be  feared,  have  immediate  recourse  to 

more  decisive  measures. 

In  some  cases  where  there  is  a disposition  ot 
gangrene,  a high  degree  of  constitutional  irri- 
gation takes  place,  there  is  great  anxiety,  heat 
of  skin,  increased  quickness  and  fullness  of 
the  pulse,  a white  or  furred  tongue,  great  pain 
of  the  part,  and  swelling  of  the  prepuce; 
when  these  are  present  there  is  no  time  tor 
hesitation,  every  mean  must  be  employed  to 
lower  this  destructive  action,  in  the  accom- 
plishment of  which,  the  lancet  will  prove  in 
almost  every  instance  the  only  thing  upon 
which  we  can  with  safety  depend  ;-the  other 
auxiliaries,  such  as  cathartics,  diaphoretics, 
cold  applications,  and  the  antipli  ogistic 
regimen,  must  not  however  be  neglected,  an 
the  patient  during  the  time  should  keep  Ins  bed, 
and  his  room  be  well  ventilated  and  kept  cool. 

W hen  the  above  inflammatory  si  inptoiiis 

subside  or  are  subdued,  they  sometimes,  though 
far  from  generally,  leave  a proportionate  degree 
, f weakness  behind  ; under  these  circumstances 
should  the  debility  be  great  and  the  pulse  muc  i 
below  the  standard  of  health,  bark  an  opium 
(the  latter  in  particular)  will  be  found  valuable 
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remedies  for  bringing;  the  constitutional  and 
local  actions  nearer  the  healthy  state,  and 
quickening  the  separation  of  the  sloughs;— the 
last  will  also  be  accelerated,  by  the  application 
of  warm  poultices  in  place  of  the  cold  wash, 
and  not  unfrequently  stimulating  applications 
are  useful  assistants. 

But  as  we  are  not  always  apprized  of  the 
approach  of  gangrene  by  its  effects  on  the  consti- 
tution, it  is  desireable  we  should  have  other 
marks  to  warn  us  of  the  danger  in  sufficient 
time  to  avoid  it;  and  these  we  shall  find  to  consist 
in  a change  in  the  color  of  the  sore  to  that  of 
lividity,  and  in  the  nature  of  the  discharge  which 
comes  from  it,  so  that  the  lint  or  dressing  is 
tinged  black,  and  has  a peculiar  fetid  smell ; (a) 
both  of  which  are  easily  distinguished  by  those 
accustomed  to  see  gangrenous  sores  ;—  In  these 
cases  the  same  decisive  measures  must  be  adopted 
for  its  prevention,  as  for  arresting  its  progress 
when  it  has  commenced. 

In  a few  cases,  where  the  sloughing  action 
has  been  present  or  about  to  take  place,  and 
even  after  it  has  been  arrested,  the  patients  have 
complained  of  a most  tormenting  itching  in  the 
surroundiug  parts,  so  much  so  as  to  deprive 
them  of  rest ; for  this  the  alcohol  wash  has  proved 


(a)  It  is  by  this  alone  that  we  are  enabled  to  discover  gan- 
grene in  cases  of  phymosis. 


112  VENEROLA  INDURATE 

highly  beneficial,  and  in  some  cases  the  addition 
of  five  drops  of  tinct.  opii  to  each  ounce,  has 
added  much  to  its  good  effects  —in  a late  instance 
however,  the  black  wash  proved  the  only  useful 
application,  and  was  had  recourse  to  with 
success  after  every  other  means  commonly  in 
use  had  failed. 

In  cases  of  mortification,  the  residence  of 
the  patient  is  a subject  of  the  utmost  importance, 
and  if  low  and  swampy  or  badly  ventilated, 
should  be  changed  to  a more  healthy  one. 

Though  in  general  the  lancet  is  the  remedy 
most  to& be  depended  on,  yet  it  must  not  be 
indiscriminately  used,  for  whenever  the  pulse 
is  below  the  standard  (a)  of  health  opposite 
measures  must  be  employed. 

In  ordinary  cases  the  topical  applications 
made  use  of  in  rny  hospital  have  been  of  the 
simplest  nature,  such  as  the  weak  solution  of 
acetate  of  lead,  or  the  alcohol  wash. 

Extirpation  of  the  hardened  part,  as  recom- 
mended by  Celsus,  has  been  practised  by  my 
friend  Staff  Surgeon  Murray  with  the  best 


success. 


la)  It  may  be  necessarv  perhaps  to  mention,  that  the  puhe 
is  not  considered  below  the  standard  of  health  because  >t 
does  not  beat  so  much  as  74  times  in  the  minute  ;-On  tlx. 
contrary,  if  it  even  beat  less  than  60,  and  retain  the  force 
of  health,  it  may  in  these  cases  be  considered  as  a mark  < 

nflamtnatory  action. 

END  OF  BOOK  THE  SECOND. 
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OBSERVATIONS 


On  Phagedoena  and  Sloughing. 


These  actions  being  frequently  more  or  less 
connected  with  the  foregoing  affections,  I shall 
offer  a few  remarks  respecting  them. 

By  the  first  of  these  terms  I understand  the 
removal  or  dissolution  of  a part,  without  any 
trace  of  its  existence  being  left : — by  the  second 
the  removal  of  apart,  which  still  exists  in  sub- 
stance, though  in  an  altered  and  perhaps  dimi- 
nished form. 

These  processes  though  generally  (I  might 
perhaps  say  universally)  considered  as  baneful 
and  destructive,  and  although  they  may  often 
prove  both,  yet  form  a part  of  the  natural  and 
regular  progress  of  many  diseases,  and  are  very 
frequently  in  others  the  means  employed  by 
nature  for  the  removal  of  diseased  substances, 
useless  portions  of  integument  &c.— and  in 
these  cases,  so  far  from  being  injurious,  they 
are  most  desirable  actions. 

i 2 
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When  Phagedwna  forms  a part  of  the  natural 
progress  of  any  disease,  its  duration  is  general- 
ly limited  to  a certain  period,  as  in  (a)  small 
pox,  cow  pox,  venerola,  &c. — when  exerted  for 
the  purpose  of  bringing  parts  to  their  natural 
and  healthy  state,  it  usually  ends  when  the  dis  - 
eased  or  useless  parts  are  removed,  as  in  Phleg- 
mon of  the  prepuce,  Bubo  in  the  groin,  or 
abscesses  in  those  parts  where  the  cellular  tex- 
ture is  loose,  and  must  be  removed  before 
healing  can  take  place. — But  in  the  Ulcus  Era- 
ticum,  of  which  it  forms  the  most  prominent 
feature,  its  duration  is  extremely  uncertain. 

Sloughing  in  like  manner  forms  a part  of  the 
natural  and  regular  progress  of  some  diseases,  as 
for  instance  of  carbuncle,  when  it  takes  in  which 
it  takes  place  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  the 


(a)  The  sores  of  small  pox  are  said  to  be  lined  with  a slough, 
the  same  may  with  equal  justice  be  said  of  Venerola  V. ; but 
as  I have  never  seen  the  lining  of  either  of  them  come  away 
in  substance  when  those  diseases  have  gone  regularly  through 
their  different  stages,  I consider  it  nearer  to  truth,  to  look 
upon  the  enlargement  of  the  cup  of  the  sore  in  these  and 
some  other  diseases,  as  the  effect  of  the  phagedenic,  rather 
than  of  the  sloughing  process. 

I am  aware  that  by  considering  Phagedrena  as  synonimous 
with  ulceration,  I expose  myself  on  one  side  to  the  attacks 
of  those  who  consider  it  as  a variety  of  that  affection,  and 
on  the  other,  to  the  assaults  of  those  who  confound  it  with 
sloughing;  both  of  whom  I must  beg  to  refer  to  the  etymo- 
logy of  the  term,  and  to  the  definition  1 have  given  of  it. 
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diseased  cellular  substance  which  constitutes  the 

disease  ; it  also  frequently  occurs  in  the  same 

complaint,  for  the  removal  of  the  diseased 
integument  which  forms  the  covering  of  the  tu- 
mor;—and  it  is  often  necessary  for  removing 
other  parts  of  the  body,  of  which  the  vitality 
has  been  destroyed. 

At  the  same  time  that  these  processes,  when 
they  exceed  not  certain  limits,  are  healthy  ac- 
tions, or  in  other  words  actions  tending  to  the 
restoration  of  health,  they  are  like  all  other 
operations  which  nature  has  recourse  to  for  the 
preservation  of  the  animal,  liable  to  be  carried 
too  far,  or  continued  too  long; — and  besides 
diseases  of  whose  natural  and  regular  progress 
they  form  a part,  or  in  which  nature  employs 
them  for  beneficial  purposes,  they  are  occasion- 
ally found  to  take  place  in  others,  in  which,  in- 
stead of  being  useful,  they  prove  highly  inju- 
rious, oftentimes  leading  not  only  to  the  loss 
of  the  part,  but  to  the  destruction  of  the 
patient. 

It  is  this  stateofthe  two  affections,  or  that  in 
which  they  prove  injurious  and  not  healthy 
actions,  that  I propose  at  present  to  consider, 
and  having  pointed  out  the  difference  between 
them,  I proceed  at  once  to  treat  of  their  causes 
and  method  of  cure ; referring,  if  necessary,  to 
other  works  for  a minute  description  of  their 
appearances. 
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CAUSE. 

The  proximate  cause  of  Phagedaena  and 
Sloughing,  when  they  become  injurious  agents, 
is  inordinate  action  in  the  part,  favored  or 
brought  on  by  some  particular  state  of  the  con- 
stitution. 

The  states  of  the  constitution  favorable  to 
these  actions  are  two ; namely,  when  the  force 
of  the  circulation  is  above  the  standard  of 
health,  and  when  it  falls  below  it. 

When  injurious  Sloughing  (which  is  by  far 
more  frequent  than  injurious  Pliagedaena)  arises 
from  the  first  of  the  above  causes,  it  would  ap- 
pear that  the  increased  action  in  the  part  is  aug- 
mented by  the  febrile  state  of  the  constitution, 
and  that  from  this  increase  not  being  accompa- 
nied by  a proportionate  augmentation  in  the 
power  of  resistance,  the  vitality  of  the  part 
becomes  destroyed. 

When  it  takes  place  where  there  exists  dimi- 
nished action  in  the  system,  though  the  consti- 
tutional derangement  may  not  add  to  the  in- 
flammatory action  in  the  part,  yet  by  dimi- 
nishing its  vital  energy,  that  is  rendered  a de- 
structive operation,  which,  under  other  circum- 
stances, would  not  pass  the  bounds  of  common 
inflammation. 

I have  met  with  those  who  consider  the  con- 
stitutional affection  in  these  cases  as  sympathe- 
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tic,  (a)  and  that  such  may  occasionally  be  the 
case  I shall  not  take  upon  me  to  deny,  but  in 
every  instance  of  sloughing  that  has  come  un- 
der my  observation,  it  has  appeared  to  be  the 


(a)  Since  writing  these  sheets,  Mr.  Blackadder’s  work 
upon  Gangrenous  Phagedrenahas  come  to  my  hand,  and  it 
would  appear  from  it,  that  the  disease  to  which  he  gives 
that  name,  differs  materially  from  those  cases  of  phagedaena 
and  sloughing  which  I have  met  with,  as  affecting  the  parts 
of  generation  • — or  it  is  very  possiblewe  have  taken  a different 
view  of  the  same  circumstance,  namely,  the  occurrence  of 
lhe  local  disease  previous  to  any  very  striking  constitutional 
affection;  and  that  the  pulse  continuing  in  the  cases  alluded 
to  by  Mr.  B-  to  be  of  its  ordinary  quickness,  and  ofits  usual 
force,  and  the  skin  not  above  the  usual  heat  in  the  commence- 
ment of  disease,  he  concluded  the  constitutional  actions 
were  in  no  way  deranged; — such  it  may  be  seen  were  my 
feelings  upon  this  subject  at  the  commencement  of  case  1st. 
Chap.  II.,  the  latter  part  of  that  case  however,  with 
some  others  since  met  with,  have  induced  me  to  change  my 
opinion,  and  to  consider  that  in  the  disease  I am  treating 
of  (as  oftentimes  happens  in  pneumonia,  &c.)  the  circum- 
stance of  the  pulse  retaining  the  force  and  quickness  of 
high  health,  so  far  from  proving  that  no  constitutional  de- 
rangement is  present,  points  out  the  necessity  of  depletion 
as  forcibly  as  if  it  were  84,  and  the  skin  of  a fever  heat;  — the 
wish  to  inculcate  that  the  pulse,  when  of  the  force  and 
frequency  of  high  health,  and  that  the  skin  when  of  its 
natural  heat,  are  marks  of  constitutional  derangement  or 
increased  arterial  action,  may  at  first  sight  appear  an  absur- 
dity j but  it  must  be  remembered  that  in  the  cases  from 
which  my  inferences  are  drawn,  the  patients  had  been  pre- 
viously kept  so  low,  that  with  them  the  pulse  should  have 
been  below  the  standard  of  high  health,  instead  of  which 
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consequence  of  constitutional  derangement 
acting  upon  the  part  ; and  I have  been  strength- 
ened in  this  opinion,  1st.  by  very  frequent  op- 
portunities of  seeing  the  sloughing  action  com- 


it  hud  risen,  or  had  kept  up  to  it;— the  eases  of  Gangrenous 
Phagedmna  treated  by  Mr.  B.  being  patients  with  wounds 
(to  say  nothing  of  their  sufferings  and  of  previous  loss  of 
blood)  were  most  probably  also  kept  in  bed,  aud  upon  a 
low  diet,  in  short  treate  dupou  the  antiphlogistic  plan,  in 
which  case,  the  pulse  being  up  to  the  standard  of  health 
would  be  an  unequivocal  mark  of  constitutional  excrement: 
whether  or  not  Mr.  B.  has  been  deceived  by  overlooking  this 
circumstance,  I shall  not  pretend  to  judge,  having  but 
little  practical  knowledge  of  the  disease  he  treats  of,  yet 
there  is  a possibility  that  it  may  be  so,  and  the  ascertaining 
of  it  for  a fact  would  reconcile  all  parties,  and  make  nature 
appear  less  capricious  in  her  operations  (though  it  mav  be 
doubted  if  it  be  not  our  ignorance  to  which  the  appearance 
of  capriciousness  is  owing)  than  she  must  do,  if  we  suupose 
that  in  one  ease*  a disease  is  produced,  and  a morbid  poison 
generated  by  deranged  action  in  the  constitution,  and  in 
another  case,  that  the  same  disease  may  take  place,  and  the 
same  poison  be  generated  without  the  constitution  parti- 
cipating, But  laying  aside  this  explanation  it  can  scarcely 
be  going  too  far,  to  suggest  the  improbability  of  a morbid 
poison  being  generated  otherwise  than  by  deranged  actions 
in  which  the  constitution  is  the  principal  agent: — these 
deranged  or  altered  actions  are  oftentimes,  particularly  in 
cow  pox,  not  to  be  discovered,  yet  that  the  system  has  been 
affected  we  have  evident  proof,  by  the  destruction  or  di- 
minution of  its  susceptibilty  to  be  acted  upon  by  the  poison 
ofVariola; — the  circumstance  too,of  Gangrenous  Phagedaena 
being  liable  to  recur  though  amputation  be  had  recourse 
to,  is  well  calculated  to  excite  a belief  that  it  is  the  conse- 
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mence  in  a part  where  scarcely  any  swelling  or 
redness  existed,  but  at  a time  when  the  pulse 
was  full  with  more  or  less  hardness,  though  per- 
haps beating  not  more  than  74  times  in  the 
minute : 2ndly.  from  the  almost  immediate  good 
effects  produced  in  these  cases  by  general 
blood-letting  : and  3rdly,  from  the  many  in- 
stances of  high  inflammation,  accompanied 
with  great  swelling  and  phymosis,  that  1 have 
met  with,  which  nevertheless  were  not  followed 
either  by  Phagedeena  or  Sloughing. 

What  has  been  said  above  tends  also  to  the 
subversion  of  the  opinion,  that  sloughing,  when 
it  attacks  the  genitals  after  impure  intercourse, 
is  the  consequence  of  the  application  of  a par- 
ticular virus  ; — an  opinion  by  the  by,  which  re- 
ceives no  support  from  the  circumstance  of 
sloughing  being  a frequent  attendant  upon  the 
Ulcus  Induratum,  for  as  it  does  not  occur  in 
the  majority  of  such  cases,  so  far  from  being 
considered  as  forming  a part  of  that  disease,  it 
can  only  be  ranked  as  an  accidental  occurrence. 


quenee  of  constitutional  derangement  acting  on  the  part.  In 
short  I believe  that  sloughing  is  the  same  action,  whetherit  at- 
tack an  ulcer  of  the  penis,  a carbuncle,  or  a wound  previously 
in  a healing  state,  and  that  it  differs  only  in  extent  and  degree, 
in  its  good,  or  evil  consequences ; — but  as  gangrenous  pha- 
gedaena,  or  hospital  gangrene  is  not  my  subject,  I shall  end 
this  note  by  reminding  the  reader  that  the  text  refers  only  to 
sloughing  as  it  has  occured  during  the  last  three  years  in  the 
affections  here  treated  of. 
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The  following  cases  may  possibly  assist  in  put- 
ting this  question  to  rest. 

Case  1st. 

A gentleman  had  connexion  with  a girl,  and 
about30hours after  experienced  a most  torment- 
ing desire  for  sexual  intercourse, which  in  a short 
time  excited  a suspicion  that  all  was  not  right  , 
upon  examination  he  found  an  increased  secre- 
tion and  redness  on  the  inner  surface  of  the 
prepuce;  I was  sent  for-on  visiting  him  the 
glans  was  found  swollen,  extensively  excoriated, 
and  the  secretion  of  the  parts  greatly  increased 
in  quantity,  and  resembling  the  acrid  watery 
or  serous  fluid,  which  sometime  flows  from  the 
nose  in  cases  of  catarrh  ; there  was  at  the  same 
time  a considerable  degree  of  febrile  action  in 
his  system  the  next  day  the  febrile  symptoms 
had  increased,  and  a portion  of  the  glans  and 
corona  was  in  a gangrenous  state  (a).  1 he  girl 

was  seized  by  the  police,  and  I examined  her, 
but  nothing  beyond  extensive  excoriation  with 

purulent  discharge  appeared. 

The  following  case,  for  which  I am  indebted 
to  my  friend  Surgeon  Brown,  Staff  Corps  of 
Cavalry,  is  still  more  illustrative  of  this  point. 

Case  2nd. 

A man  who  had  been  in  a state  of  uninter- 


(o)  The  part  thus  affected,  was  surrounded  with  the  car- 
tilaginous hardness  which  characterizes  Venerola  Indurata. 
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rupted  intoxication  for  a fortnight,  was  brought 
to  the  hospital  from  an  obscure  public  house, 
with  his  penis  in  a state  of  gangrene ; he  had 
fever  with  a furred  dry  tongue; — vigorous  an- 
tiphlogistic measures  were  adopted,  and  the 
ravages  of  the  disease  were  thereby  stopped, 
though  too  late  to  prevent  considerable  mutila- 
tion. The  woman  from  whom  he  contracted 
the  affection  was  seized  and  examined  ; she  was 
diseased,  but  her  symptoms  presented  nothing 
extraordinary  ; she  infected  many  of  the  men 
of  the  corps,  but  this  was  the  only  case  of 
sloughing  or  phagedenic  ulcer. 

As  inthesetwo  cases  sloughing  did  not  form  a 
part  of  the  disease  in  the  women,  and  as  in  the 
last  the  ulcerations  in  many  persons  infected  by 
her  did  not  take  on  that  action,  it  must  have 
been  ow  ing  to  some  constitutional  cause  in  the 
individual  in  whom  it  occurred,  and  not  to  any 
peculiarity  in  the  virus. 

TREA  TMENT. 

So  much  has  been  said  with  respect  to  the 
treatment  of  sloughing,  when  speaking  of  the 
I leus  Induraturm  and  Anthrax,  that  I miffht 
almost  dispense  with  saying  any  thing  more 
upon  the  subject ; — but  it  being  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  destroy  that  general  and  rooted 
belief,  that  bark,  wine,  and  other  stimulants, 
are  the  medicines  to  be  particularly  prescribed 
in  cases  of  gangrene,  (which  1 consider  as 
synonymous  with  sloughing)  1 shall  beg  leave 
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again  to  impress  upon  ray  reader,  that  when 
either  phagedmna  or  sloughing  become  injurious 
actions,  and  are  accompanied  by  increased  ar- 
terial action,  and  other  symptoms  of  an  inflam- 
matory diathesis,  or  if  neither  the  force  of  the 
pulse  nor  the  heat  of  the  skin  be  below  the 
standard  of  health,  bleeding  and  the  other 
antiphogistic  measures  must  be  employed  in 
their  fullest  extent,  for  arresting  the  progress 
of  either  one  or  the  other ; but  that  when  they 
happen  in  persons  in  whose  systems  there  is  a 
loss  of  tone,  opposite  measures  must  be  had  re- 
course to,  i.  e.  opium,  wine,  generous  diet,  and 
tonic  medicines  must  be  prescribed and  that 
in  both  cases  the  utmost  attention  must  be 
given  to  the  state  of  the  bowels  and  skin. 

The  following  case  shews  the  necessity  of 
nice  discrimination  in  the  treatment  ot  slough- 
ing ulcers  in  certain  states  of  the  constitution, 
and  the  necessity  ot  varying  the  practice  ac- 
cording to  circumstances,  it  being  one  in  which 
diminished  and  increased  arterial  action  suc- 
cessively accompanied  the  disease,  lequinng  at 

one  time  the  administration  ot  tonics,  at  the 
other  the  use  ot  the  lancet. 

(a)  Case  3rd. 

G.  M.  was  admitted  into  hospital,  October 
12th,  1817,  with  a deep  ulcer  on  the  glans 

(a)  This  case  occurred  in  the  Hospital  of  the  Staff  Corps 
of  Cavalry  at  Cambray,  under  the  care  of  my  valued  and 
learned  Friend  above  mentioned. 
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penis,  accompanied  with  considerable  sur- 
rounding inflammation  ; his  countenance  was 
peculiarly  pale  and  unhealthy ; his  bowels 
were  opened  bv  the  sulphate  of  magnesia, 
and  a poultice  applied  to  the  part ;—  on  the 
15th  the  sore  having  become  deeper  and  larger, 
and  shewing  a disposition  to  slough,  blood  to 
the  amount  of  fifteen  ounces  was  abstracted, 
and  a fermenting  poultice  applied  no  ma- 
terial change  took  place  until  the  25th,  when 
the  sore  had  become  exceedingly  painful,  so 
much  so  as  to  deprive  him  entirely  of  rest; 
the  slough  was  extending  in  depth,  his  coun- 
tenance was  extremely  pale,  and  his  pulse 
small  and  weak.  The  plan  of  treatment  was 
changed,  his  diet  was  altered  from  spoon  to 
half, a grain  of  calomel,  with  three-fourths  of 
a grain  of  opium,  were  given  four  times  a day, 
and  a wash  composed  of  Tinct.  Camph.  and 
Tinct.  Opiiof  each  one  ounce,  diluted  with  ten 
ounces  of  water,  was  applied  to  the  part; — 
on  the  26th  no  apparent  change  in  the  sore, 
but  there  was  thirst  and  heat  of  skin  ; his 
bowels  were  slow,  and  he  still  complained  of 

great  pain  about  the  ulcer; a dose  of  castor 

oil  was  given;  the  aq.  ammon.  acetat.  with 
tinct.  opii  g"1,  xx  was  ordered  every  four  hours  ; 
and  a pint  of  wine  was  added  to  his  diet.  On 
the  28th  the  sore  continued  equally  painful,  and 
the  sloughing  action  was  still  goingon  , he  had 
night  fever,  with  sweating,  and  looked  pale 
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and  weakly;  the  liquor  ammon,  acetat.  wasr 
continued  without  the  Tinct.  opii,  and  eighty 
drops  of  the  latter  was  ordered  to  be  taken  at 
bed  time;  on  the  29th  the  appearance  of  the 
sore  was  improved,  it  was  less  painful,  the 
slough  was  coming  away,  and  granulations 
were  in  some  parts  rising  ; he  contiued  how- 
ever still  pale,  and  extremely  weak  ; a dram  of 
bark  in  two  ounces  of  the  decoction  was  or- 
dered to  be  taken  three  times  a day  ; the  Tinct. 
opii  was  repeated  at  bed  time,  and  a carrot 
poultice  applied  to  the  sore ; — by  a pursuance 
of  this  plan,  on  the  9th  of  the  succeeding 
month  the  sore  was  throughout  the  whole  of  its 
surface  healthy  ar.d  granulating,  and  on  the 
29th  was  entirely  healed. 

On  the  6th  December,  some  small  spots  broke 
out  on  the  site  of  the  old  sore,  which  on  the 
8th  had  gangrenous  sloughs  formed  on  them, 
and  the  penis  was  much  swollen  ; his  pulse  was 
96,  very  full,  and  in  the  evening  rose  to 
lt)8,  when  he  complained  of  great  head  ache, 
and  the  sore  was  distressingly  painful;  he  was 
bled  to  the  amount  of  twenty  ounces ; pulveris 
antimonialis,  hyd.  submuriatis  aTa.  gr.  iv  with 
half  an  ounce  of  the  liquor  ammon.  acetat. 
were  ordered  three  times  a day,andanemollient 
poultice  was  applied  ; — on  the  9ih  his  pulse  was 
diminished  in  frequency  and  strength,  he 
had  slept  tranquilly  the  preceding  night,  and 
his  bowels  were  open;  the  pain  in  the, sore 
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was  much  lessened ; it  appeared  less  irrita- 
ble, and  the  disposition  to  gangrene  was 
checked  ; the  blood  which  had  been  drawn  was 
covered  with  a thick  sizy  coat;— the  draughts&c. 
were  continued ;— in  the  evening  a considerable 
increase  of  fever  was  found  to  have  taken  place; 
he  had  much  head-ache,  his  pulse  was  hard 
and  strong,  and  the  sore  was  again  painful  ;— 
twenty  ounces  of  blood  were  taken  away, 
which  on  the  10th  shewed  a slight  coat  of  buff ; 
the  sore  was  on  that  day  cleaner  though  it  still 
continued  to  give  him  great  pain,  but  his  liead- 
ache  was  relieved; — thepills  were  omitted, but  the 
draughts  were  continued,  as  was  also  the  poul- 
tice ; — on  the  11th  the  ulcer  was  cleaner  and 
there  was  no  fever;  but  his  bowels  being  slow, 
six  drams  of  the  sulphate  of  magnesia  were 
given,  and  his  draughts  discontinued  ;— from 
this  time  he  gradually  recovered,  and  was  soon 
after  discharged  to  his  duty. 


END  OF  PART  THE  FIRST. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


SHOULD  the  reception  of  this  part 
of  the  Work  be  such  as  will  encourage  me  to 
finish  it,  the  second  part  will  contain  Observa- 
tions on  Chancre , Bubo , Consecutive  Diseases 
and  Mercury  ; — and  perhaps , though  not 
certainly,  an  Enquiry  into  the  History  of 
Venereal  Diseases  may  be  added;  but  this 
last  will  not  depend  upon  myself 


